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BROTHERS DEDICATE 
CHURCHES 


Trinity Church, Berrien, 
Springs, Mich., dedicated its 
contemporary Gothic struc- 
ture (cost: $215,000), Sept. 
22, 1957. Rev. Martin A. 
Wugegazer, oldest son of the 
late Rev. H. W. Theodore 
Wugegazer, came to Trinity in 
1948. 


Redeemer’s new and enlarged ($250,000) church, Birming- 
ham, Mich., dedicated Dec. 22, is the third building program 
completed in 15 years. Beginning his ministry to 29 com- 
municants at Redeemer in 1931, Rev. Theodore G. Wuggazer 
now serves more than 1,000 members and 600 Sunday school 
pupils. 


At Cedar Rapids, lowa, Bethany Congregation, called the youngest 
brother, Rey. Erhard W. Wuggazer, in 1942. The 400 communicants 
dedicated their $265,000 Georgian-Colonial sanctuary Jan. 26, 1958. 


ee of the 4-bedroom parsonage was $23,000, not including donated 
abor. 
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“Look” Looks 
At Lutherans 


“The Lutherans,” fourth in a Look 
Magazine series on “The Story of Re- 
ligions in America,” will appear in the 
issue sold on the newstand March 18. 

Lutheran theology is “based square- 
ly on New Testament Gospel, and on 
the thesis that man is naturally sinful, 
constantly in need of Christ’s forgiving 
grace,” writes Hartzell Spence, the 
author. 

Illustrations showing Missouri Synod 
church work and members include Rev. 
William A. Buege baptizing a child in 
Christ Church, Minneapolis; Senior 
College, Fort Wayne, and President 
Martin J. Neeb; voters’ meeting in Con- 
cordia Church, Maplewood, Mo., and 
the congregation’s vicar Jack Kingsbury 
standing near the Luther statue at the 
St. Louis seminary; True Light Church, 
New York, and Rev. Paul Chang; Rev. 
Herman W. Gockel, director of “This 
ithe Life.” 

While Spence incorporates many 
branches of Lutheranism in America, 
he mentions particularly the founding 
of the Missouri Synod and the leader- 
ship of Dr. Carl F. W. Walther. 

Stressing “Lutheranism’s ultramodern 
attitude toward social service,” Spence 
calls attention to the foster-home 
method of rearing orphans and the con- 
cern of the church in establishing hos- 
pitals, homes for the aged, and provid- 
ing chaplains for institutions. 

“The Missouri Synod alone has done 
more work among the deaf than all 
other Protestant bodies combined,” the 
article reports. 

Interests of Lutherans in parochial 
schools, secondary, and higher educa- 
tion; resettlement and world relief; 
radio and TV ministry, are not over- 
looked. 


_ Administrative Costs 
Studied by Survey Group 


The Synodical Survey Commission at 
its February 14 and 15 meeting studied 
a research project proposing an ideal 
administrative structure. 

The project, labeled No. 3, was in 
organizational chart form. 

This ideal structure, which properly 
balances planning, organization, and 
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control, is to serve as a guide in formu- 
lating recommendations to Synod. 

The approximate cost of the present 
administration and the estimated cost of 
the proposed administrative structure 
will be considered in the next meeting, 
scheduled for April 24 and 25. 

The commission expects to have 
definite recommendations in concrete 
form by the close of the year. 


John Chang in Bangkok 


16 Receive Communion 
In Bangkok 


Seven American adults residing in 
Bangkok, Thailand, partook of the 
Lord’s Supper at a Lutheran service 
conducted in the Ratanakosind Hotel, 
Bangkok, Jan. 26. Other guests were 
Dr. and Mrs. O. H. Schmidt of Saint 
Louis, who had come from India; 
Missionary Herbert Hinz and John 
Chang from Hong Kong. Dr. Schmidt 
preached. The missionary officiated. 

Evangelist Chang, associated with 
Synod’s mission in Hong Kong, was the 
only non-American at the service. 

About every three months Mission- 
ary Hinz visits Bangkok to serve the 
nucleus of 16 Lutheran Hour Corre- 
spondence members, most of whom are 
Cantonese-speaking Chinese. 

In January he and John Chang dis- 
tributed about 1,000 copies of the 
tract God and You. Appended to the 
last page was an enrollment blank for 
the correspondence course. 
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_&) 
ar News of the Church in the World 


“A number of people in Bangkok 
have become interested in the Lutheran 
Church. Some are helping to promote 
the Lutheran Hour Correspondence 
Course,” Missionary Hinz reports. 

“We are told that 1,200 American 
families are now being served by the 
PX in Bangkok. 

“We hope the boards of Synod may 
find it possible to station a man in 
Bangkok with its population of nearly 
two million. Thailand is a country of 
20,000,000.” 


Finnish Free Church 
Leader Dies 


Dr. Errkki Paavo Penttinen, 58, died 
on January 23 of a heart attack in 
Lahti, Finland, where he was pastor 
in the Finnish Lutheran Free Church. 

Last September he accepted the call 
to Finland to help train young men in 
the development of the Free Church 
there. “Great hope for the sister church 
in Finland was placed in him,” Dr. H. 
A. Mayer, Synod’s Secretary of Mis- 
sions, told the WITNEss. 


Organized in 1923, the Finnish Free 
Church was always a small group, with 
only four pastors at its peak. It has 
now dwindled to one. 


Born at Joensuu, Sept. 13, 1899, he 
graduated from the University of Hel- 
sinki and was ordained at Turku. 

From 1924 to 1933 he served a Fin- 
nish National Evangelical Lutheran 
congregation in the U.S., until he re- 
turned to his native land in 1933 and 
held a pastorate in the State Church. 

In 1948, for conscience’ sake, he 
resigned from the State Church and 
returned to America. While he served 
the Messiah parish of the National 
Evangelical Lutheran Church at Fitch- 
burg, Mass., he received his Doctor 
of Theology degree from Boston Uni- 
versity in 1953. 

A week before his death Dr. Pent- 
tinen reported to Dr. Mayer: 


“During the past quarter I had 14 
Sunday services in Lahti, with an av- 
erage attendance of 60 people; 13 mid- 
week services, with an average of 40. 
The congregation has two Sunday 
schools, with an enrollment of 156. 
Our teachers meet every week. 


News of the Church in the World 


“A young people’s society of 20 boys 
and girls meets every second Monday. 

“Every second Sunday I visit Hel- 
sinki, where the attendance is 45. There, 
too, we have a very fine group of young 
people. 

“Every week I also go to Kuusan- 
koski. . . . Pastor Uppala and I have 
agreed to teach our young men now 
studying theology at the university, dog- 
matics, church history, and New Testa- 
ment.” 


Dr. Penttinen was “a __ gifted 
preacher,” “a brilliant student,” and 
an “accomplished musician,” states 
Dr. G. A. Aho, editor of the Lutheran 
Voice. 

For ten years Dr. Penttinen contrib- 
uted one or more articles to every issue 
of the weekly Finnish paper Auttaja, 
published in the U. S. 

He is survived by his wife, one son 
and one daughter in Finland, and 
another daughter, who is a nurse in 
New York City. 


Luther on TV 


The dramatic film Martin Luther has 
been made available for general tele- 
vision release. 

Since Feb. 15, stations, commercial 
advertisers, or church groups may 
sponsor the picture for TV showings. 

Last year, experimental runs were 
tested in Milwaukee; Chicago; Billings, 
Mont.; and overseas in Holland. 

Although censorship was initially en- 
countered in Chicago, more than half 
the viewing public in the area saw 
Martin Luther on TV, according to 
ratings established by the American Re- 
search Bureau. 


LWR Shipments in 1957 
Reached 4,000,000 Needy 


Last year Lutheran World Relief 
shipped 119,567,299 pounds of food, 
clothing, medicines, and other supplies 
to an estimated 4,000,000 people in 13 
countries of Europe, the Middle East, 
and the Far East. 

Lutheran World Relief serves both 
the Missouri Synod’s Board for World 
Relief and the National Lutheran 
Council. 

The 1957 shipments, at an estimated 
aggregate value of $15,075,041, were 
an all-time high for the fifth conse- 
cutive year. 

Since the agency was established 
early in 1946, 29 countries and areas 
have received more than 340,800,900 
pounds of goods, valued at $77,445,000. 


Lutheran Schools Enroll 
Nearly 50,000 Students 


For the 1957—58 academic year, 
47,740 students are enrolled in Lu- 
theran seminaries, colleges, and high 
schools, the National Lutheran Educa- 
tional Conference reported recently. 

“The annual increase was 2,337, or 
4.9%, over the previous academic 
year,” said NLEC’s executive secretary, 
Dr. Gould Wickey. He is also executive 
secretary of the Board of Higher Edu- 
cation of the United Lutheran Church 
in America. 

Of the total, 28,467 are men and 
19,273 women; 32,338 attend 32 senior 
colleges, with 3,344 in 23 theological 
seminaries, 2,302 in 16 junior colleges, 
and 9,756 in 41 high schools and high 
school departments. 


AKRON LUTHERAN CHORAL CLUB boards bus for Youngstown, Ohio, to 


assist in dedication, Jan. 12, of St. Mark’s Church. Ellwood Zuelsdorf directs the 
60 singers — members of Missouri Synod congregations in Akron. 
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Of 28,612 regular students, 18,955 
are Lutherans; 1,938 Methodist; 1,389 
Presbyterian; 1,366 Roman Catholic; 
1,068 Baptist; 660 Episcopal; 530 
Jewish; 460 Reformed; 439 Congrega- 
tional Christian; and 55 Disciples. The 
number of students designated as 
“others” was 1,226, and the number 
with no religious affiliation, 526. 

Registered in regular classes at the 
seminaries are 2,956 Lutherans and 64 
non-Lutherans. Of 324 postgraduates 
in these schools, 97 are non-Lutherans, 


CWS to Collect Clothing 
For Four Years 


A four-year campaign to collect 
50,000,000 pounds of good used cloth- 
ing for overseas needy was approved 
by Church World Service at a meet- 
ing in Atlantic City. 

Volunteers will collect the clothes 
in door-to-door drives. Local churches 
of the 35 denominational bodies will 
co-operate with CWS, a relief agency 
of the National Council of Churches, 

The clothing needs of 30,000,000 
refugees, disaster victims, destitute and 
underprivileged persons overseas “is 
at a level of urgency unprecedented 
in the last decade,” said Harper Sibley, 
CWS board chairman. “It is hard to 
realize this in prosperous America, but 
it is true.” 


Freedom Foundation 
Award Cites 


“This Is the Life” 


The Freedom Foundation of Valley 
Forge honored The Lutheran Church 
— Missouri Synod for its television 
program “No Foreigners” from _ the 
1957 “This Is the Life” series. The 
announcement was made on George 
Washington’s birthday. 

W. C. “Tom” Sawyer, vice-president 
of the Freedom Foundation, notified 
Melvin F. Schlake, executive secretary 
of Synod’s TV Productions Committee, 
in St. Louis, that the foundation’s Na- 
tional and School Awards Jury cited 
“This Is the Life” for its “outstanding 
achievement in helping to bring about 
a better understanding of the American 
Way of Life during 1957.” 

Dedicated to furthering the work of 
individuals, organizations, and institu- 
tions in advancing the principles of 
American life, the foundation similarly 
honored Synod’s TV program with 
awards for 1956 and 1953 telecasts. 
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California Democrats 
Support Parochial School 
Tax Exemption 


In the California debate over taxing 
nonprofit parochial and private schools, 
a group of state Democratic leaders 
scored the proposal as “sheer economic 
folly.” 

Their main argument was that non- 
profit schools save taxpayers 50 times 
the amount of tax exemption they re- 
ceive: $118,000,000 a year. 

“In view of the desperate shortage in 
public school facilities and constantly 
mounting public school tax rates,” the 
leaders’ joint statement declared, “‘it 
would be an absurdity to repeal the tax 
exemption and prejudice the ability of 
these nonprofit private institutions to 
maintain themselves.” 

All 48 states now grant tax exemption 
to nonprofit schools, the leaders said. 

California residents will vote in the 
November general election on a state 
constitutional amendment which would 
deny tax exemption to private and re- 
ligious schools below the college level 
unless they are used exclusively for the 
blind, mentally retarded, or physically 
handicapped. 


Service Center Opened 
In Philippines 


A Lutheran service center was opened 
at Olongapo, the Philippines, Jan. 19. 

Synod’s Pastor Milford C. Brelje of 
the Tachikawa center in Japan repre- 
sented the Lutheran Service Commis- 
sion when the Philippine unit was for- 
mally opened. 

The center offers the equivalent of 
a full parish program to military per- 
sonnel and their dependents in the vi- 
cinity. 

While the rented property, which 
formerly housed a night club, was be- 
ing renovated, more than 250 service- 
men visited it; 50 attended the Christ- 
mas Eve service in the uncompleted 
chapel. 

The local committee supervising the 
preparation of the center faced some 
financial difficulties during a severe 
monetary fluctuation on the islands. 
Prices of imported goods rose as much 
as 30% in one week. Many necessi- 
ties for the center were imported items. 
_ The Missouri Synod and Lutheran 
World Action furnished funds for the 
project. 
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News of the Church in the World 


Briefly Told 


@ Church Silver. The church silver 
shown in the illustration on page 17 
was presented to Christ Lutheran 
Church, Yonkers, N. Y. The set, 
wrought in sterling and enamel by 
David-Anderson of Oslo, Norway, was 
dedicated Feb. 2 by Rev. Richard E. 
Koenig. 


@ Endowment. A lecture endowment 
memorializing Dr. Paul F. Bente has 
been established for Concordia Senior 
College. Mrs. Bente; Paul F. Bente, Jr.; 
and Miss Claire Bente have set up the 
endowment. Additions to the fund are 
being made by friends and by memori- 
als honoring Dr. Bente, who met death 
in a highway accident a few days before 
he was to begin his work as professor 
of English at the college. The lectures 
are to stimulate interest in literature. 


@ No Valentines. The pupils in Saint 
Paul’s Lutheran School, Strasburg, IIL, 
sent the money they ordinarily would 
have spent for valentines to the Dakota 
Boys Ranch, Minot, N. Dak. See the 
following two pages. 


@ A.I.A. Gerhardt Kramer, mem- 
ber of the architectural firm of Kramer 
& Harms, was elected president of the 
St. Louis Chapter of the American In- 
stitute of Architects at its annual meet- 
ing in January. The son of the late Rev. 
Gotthilf M. Kramer of New Orleans, 
Mr. Kramer has been president of Con- 
cordia Lutheran Church, Kirkwood, 
Mo., for three years. 


@ Chaplains. Of the 755 Lutheran 
chaplains, 207 are affiliated with the 
Missouri Synod and 548 with the 
National Lutheran Council. On active 
duty are 322 — 87 from the Missouri 
Synod — the highest number since the 
end of World War IL. 


@ Faculty Members. Since Septem- 
ber, instructor in organ, piano, and 
musical theory at Luther College, De- 
corah, Iowa, is James W. Kohn, grand- 
son of the late Dr. W. Kohn, formerly 
River Forest college president. Another 
Missouri Synod member of the faculty 
is Edsel Schweizer, football coach, 
whose “Norsemen” were 1957 cham- 
pions in the Iowa Conference. Rev. 
H. A. Preus of Calmar is campus pastor 
for Synodical Conference students. 


@® Accepts. Dr. Ernest G. Schwiebert 
has accepted the directorship of the 
Foundation for Reformation Research, 
the board of directors announced, 
Feb. 22. Presently historian for the Air 
Research and Development Command 
of the U.S. Air Force, Dr. Schwiebert 
taught at Wittenberg College and Val- 
paraiso U. He is the author of Luther 
and His Times. Foundation headquar- 
ters will be at the St. Louis seminary. 


@® Proposal. The National Lutheran 
Council voted to ask its member 
churches to approve a meeting with rep- 
resentatives of The Lutheran Church — 
Missouri Synod and other Lutheran 
bodies in the U.S. If approved, the 
exploratory meeting will examine 
present co-operative activites in Ameri- 
can Lutheranism and the possibility of 
extending such joint efforts. 


@® Manager. Harry O. Rohde was 
appointed operations manager of Amer- 
ican Cyanamid Company’s Plastic and 
Resins Division Plant, Wallingford, 
Conn. A graduate of Bronxville, Val- 
paraiso, and Purdue (B.S. in M.E,; 
M.S., I. E.), he is chairman and elder 
of the newly formed Cheshire Lutheran 
Church. “The night he received notice 
of his new position, he attended Sun- 
day school teachers’ meeting; he is 
superintendent,” writes Rev. Theodore 
Kuehn. 


Lutheran Service Center in the Philippines 
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Director Kruse meets the boys in groups and individually 
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Dakota Boys Ranch, a rather new 
Lutheran agency in North Dakota, 
brings Christianity and a new way 
of thinking into the lives of unfor- 
tunate boys who are often well on 
the way to an unchristian, antisocial 
career 


A GROUP OF CONGREGATIONS of the North 
Dakota District of The Lutheran Church — 
Missouri Synod joined hands in 1952 and 
organized Dakota Boys Ranch Association 
under the laws of North Dakota as a non- 
profit organization. The association now reg- 
isters 88 member congregations. 

Martin Kruse, the present Executive Direc- 
tor, was appointed in 1953. Mr. and Mrs. L. 
C. Butt of Tolley in 1954 donated their 960- 
acre ranch to the association as a home for 
boys in need. The donors are members of the 
Augustana Lutheran Church. In recognition 
of their gift the ranch was named “Butt 
Memorial Boys Home,” a unit of Dakota Boys 
Ranch Association. 

After remodeling and installation of a new 
heating plant, the Home was licensed by the 
State Welfare Board. 

The first boy arrived on December 29, 1954. 

During the first three years the ranch re- 
habilitated 21 boys. At present there are nine 
boys. For lack of room the ranch had to 
refuse more than 100. Requests for placement 
continue to pile up. 

Dakota Boys Ranch receives requests for 
admission from county welfare boards and 
agencies, juvenile courts, pastors, parents, and 
relatives. Applications have come from Cali- 
fornia, New Mexico, Pennsylvania, and many 
other distant points. The boys accepted have 
come from six states. 

Backgrounds of some of these young Amer- 
icans can be sketched like this: 

Played topnotch poker at ten. 

Mother was a boozehound and divorced 
from Pop. 

Dad drank like a fish, too. 

Nicotine fiend at nine. 

Dad died when son was seven. 

Pits of poverty. 

Yours? Probably not, but still young Amer. 
icans with precious souls. 

“IT never knew it could be so much fun te 
be a Christian,” said one boy, after living a 
the ranch for a while. 


THE LUTHERAN WITNES: 


Joe 


We'll call him “Joe.” His parents, both 
icoholics, were divorced. When he came to 
the ranch, Joe at 10 had a record of stealing, 
gambling, and had learned not to squeal on 
members of his gang. 


_ At the ranch it didn’t take too long before 
one by one his antisocial traits went happily 
by the board. At church he listened. At Sun- 
day school classes he perked up his ears. 


He performed useful chores. and played 
games. He watched others — and learned. 
Seventeen months later we found him a 


home and foster parents. Now Joe is solidly 
on the road to usefulness and Christian living. 


Pete 


A “toughie” for sure, hard to handle in his 
home community, Pete liked to smash up 
public property. His mother had married for 
the third time, and Pete was on his own. Said 
the juvenile court: “If you folks don’t take this 
young fellow, he’ll socn commit serious crimes 
against society; and later itll be the pen for 
life.” 

Pete landed at the ranch. Unbelievably fast 
he turned over a fresh, new leaf that showed 
faith and trust. He went to confirmation class 
— and heard, for the first time in his life, of 
the Ten Commandments and the Savior’s love. 
He helped with the work and breathed the 
fresh air of the fields. 

Now he’s in military service and doing real 
well. The ranch had its inning — and scored 
again. 

Similar stories could be repeated again and 
again. 

Occasionally the ending is not so promising, 
but staff members are thankful that the major- 
ity of the boys who have left the ranch are 
carving an acceptable niche in society. 


Aim 
The association aims to provide a Christian 
home and Christian training for these juveniles. 


You may wonder how important religion is 
at Dakota Boys Ranch. “If it were not for the 
help and guidance of the Holy Spirit,” says 
Mr. Kruse, “our efforts would be in vain.” 
Christianity is taught through example, family 
devotions, church attendance, Sunday school, 
confirmation instruction, vacation Bible school, 
and other means. 

Housefather and housemother guide the 
boys in religious instruction and conduct daily 
devotions. “We are encouraged in our work, 
because we can share Christ with our boys,” 


the houseparents say. 
(Continued on page 19) 


MARCH 11, 1958 


Because young calves are “favorites,” The boys on the ranch like to ride 
they receive special care horseback 


When the herd outgrew the pasture, 
the boys fenced in more grazing 


Repairing farm machinery affords the 
land 


housefather opportunity to give advice 
to lads 


Houseparents lead daily devotions. Boys “chime 
in” on discussion at morning and evening sessions 


WHEN JESUS COMES AGAIN to hold 
public judgment over all men and na- 
tions, then shall they see the Son of 
Man coming in the clouds with great 
power and glory, Mark 13:26. 


Then shall He sit upon the throne 
of His glory. And before Him shall be 
gathered all nations, and He shall sep- 
arate them one from another, as a 
shepherd divideth his sheep from the 
goats. And He shall set the sheep on 
His right hand, but the goats on the 
left, Matt. 25:31-33. 


Until Then? Must we endure in- 
equity and injustice until the Last Day? 
Must we wait until the end of time 
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for God to deal with sin and death, 
with the devil and his kingdom? 


No. God has already taken decisive 
action against these foes. The Son of 
God fought the crucial battle and won 
the decisive victory over the forces of 
evil. 


Sin was atoned for when God made 
Jesus to be sin for us, 2 Cor. 5:21. The 
curse of the Law was placed on Him 
when He was made a curse for us on 
the tree, Gal. 3:13. 

Death was defeated when God gave 
us the victory over death through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, 1 Cor. 15:57. His 
resurrection from the dead guarantees 
our resurrection, 1 Cor. 15:20. 
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By Reuben C. Baerwald 


The devil was judged in the resur- 
rection of Christ. And having spoiled 
[disarmed] principalities and powers, 
God made a show of them openly, tri- 
umphing over them, Col. 2:15. 


Although the Savior led captivity 
captive for us, the devil and his angels 
are not completely bound. Therefore 
we still feel the power of sin. Satan 
still continues to bargain for our loy- 
alty. We still must fall asleep in death. 


But in all these things we are more 
than conquerors through Him that 
loved us, for . . . neither death nor 
life, nor angels nor principalities nor 
powers, nor things present nor things 
to come, nor height nor depth, not 
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any other creature shall be able to 
Separate us from the love of God, 
Wwhich is in Christ Jesus, our Lord, 
Rom. 8:37-39. 


Another Judgment?~ What, then, is 
the purpose of the judgment on the 
Last Day? Hasn’t God already judged? 

The day of final judgment will pub- 
licly reveal to all men of all times the 
Savior’s permanent triumph over sin, 
death, and hell. The Last Day will 
vindicate the unchangeable Word and 
its promises, establish God’s righteous- 
ness, and confirm the grace by which 
the Son of God redeemed believers 
from destruction. 

The day of final judgment will mark 
the glorious consummation of: all that 
God has done for us men and for our 
salvation. When the Son of Man comes 
in all His glory, even the hardest heart 
will recognize the Lord’s sovereign 
majesty, and the most obstinately blind 
will see His eternal majesty. 

Between the victory of Christ on 
Calvary and His triumphant return at 
Judgment, Christians live and wait, 
daily take up their crosses and follow 
Jesus, and serve Him as wise and faith- 
ful stewards. 


How Long? How long must we 
watch and wait? Under life’s trials and 
the increasing tempo of wickedness, 
the faithful cry, How long? 

This question plagued even the early 
fchurch. Frequent references to the 
4}Last Day indicate the apostles’ belief 
ithat the Lord would return in their 
Nlifetime. When He did not appear, 
jmany Christians became impatient and 
) disillusioned. 

Peter mentions scoffers who will 
deny the visible return of the Savior. 
/But in God’s perspective, the apostle 
Jexplains, the lapse is not a serious 
i problem, for one day is with the Lord 
jas a thousand years, and a thousand 
years as one day. 
| The Lord is not slack concerning 
His promise, as some men count slack- 
|} ness, Peter continues, but is long-suf- 
| fering to usward, not willing that any 
should perish, but that all should come 
to repentance. But the day of the Lord 
| will come as a thief in the night, 2 Peter 
| 3:8-10. 


Resurrection for All? When all the 
signs have been fulfilled, when all crea- 
tion’s groanings cease, when the last 
trumpet sends the Judgment call 
around the world, all the dead will 
be raised to behold the glory and maj- 
esty of the Lord. 

Is that right? Will all the dead be 
raised? The hour is coming, said the 
Son of Man, in which all who are in 
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the graves shall hear His voice and 
shall come forth, John 5:28, 29. 
What of the people who burned to 
death, drowned in a storm at sea, suf- 
fered dismemberment, stepped on a 
landmine in war? Will they receive 
the same bodies in which they lived? 
The manner of death certainly will 
make no difference to Almighty God. 
He who promised the resurrection is 
the same Triune God who originally 
created man from the dust of the 
ground. Deniers of a personal resur- 
rection do err, not knowing .. . the 
power of God, Matt. 22:29. 
Furthermore, the body of the res- 
urrection is not the same weak, cor- 
rupt body that was laid in the grave. 
Rather, Paul compares the resurrection 
to the sowing of a seed. The seed is 
the bare kernel of what is finally raised. 
So also is the resurrection of the 
dead, the apostle writes. It is sown in 


corruption, it is raised in incorruption; 


it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in 
glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised 
in power; it is sown a natural body, it 
is raised a_ spiritual body, 1 Cor. 
15:42-44. 

It will still be our body, but it will 
be fashioned like unto His [Christ’s] 
glorious body, Phil. 3:21. 

No matter when or how they died 
or disintegrated, the dead shall rise, 
1 Cor. 15:52, and the dead, small and 
great, will stand before God, Rev. 
20912: 


Final Summons to Judgment. The 
resurrection will be followed by the 
personal judgment of every individual 
before the Son of God. We must all 
appear before the judgment seat of 
Christ, 2 Cor. 5:10. This summons no 
one can dodge or refuse. 

Are we to think in terms of a court- 
room: a judge poring over a huge ledger 
of deeds and misdeeds, then coming to 
a just decision on the basis of his delib- 
erations? 

In the final judgment, Christ prophe- 
sies (Matthew 25), the Judge of the 
quick and the dead will openly separ- 
ate the believers from the unbelievers. 
Judgment by separation is also speci- 
fied in the Parables of the Tares and 
the Wheat and of the Net. 

The verdict of the final judgment 
is reached long before the Last Day. 
He that believeth in Him is not con- 
demned; but he that believeth not is 
condemned already because he hath not 
believed in the name of the only-be- 
gotten Son of God. And this is the 
condemnation, that light is come into 
the world, and men loved darkness 
rather than light, because their deeds 
were evil, John 3:18, 19. 
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Faith or Works? If faith in the Son 
of God spares the believer from con- 
demnation, why does Jesus in describ- 
ing the Judgment weigh the deeds of 
those who inherit the Kingdom? 

Why does Paul say, Whatsoever a 
man soweth, that shall he also reap, 
Gal. 6:7? 

Why in the Judgment will everyone 
receive the things done in his body, 
according to that he hath done, whether 
it be good or bad, 2 Cor. 5:10? 

Doesn’t this sound like a judgment 
on the basis of deeds or good works? 

The righteous are judged according 
to their good works because these are 
the proof of their faith. Faith and 
works are inseparable. Paul encourages 
the fruits of the Spirit in the lives of 
the believers. Faith, says James, if it 
hath not works, is dead, being alone. 

Not everyone that saith unto Me, 
Lord, Lord, shall enter into the king- 
dom of heaven, Jesus declared, but he 
that doeth the will of My Father which 
is in heaven, Matt. 7:21. 

Deeds express living faith. Faith 
holds fast to the death and resurrection 
of Christ for forgiveness and the new- 
ness of life. This newness of life, a gift 
of God’s grace, shows itself in loving 
deeds motivated by the Holy Spirit. 

Not to be overlooked is the surprise 
expressed by the “righteous” in the 
Saviors picture of the Judgment. 
“When saw we Thee sick, or in pris- 
on, and came to Thee?” they ask. 
Their deeds were acts of faith and 
love, without any conscious effort to 
store up merits. 


What Should We Do? By faith, 
Christians share in Christ’s victory over 
sin, death, and Satan. With all their 
evil works forgiven, believers no longer 
stand under divine wrath or judgment, 
but under God’s grace and forgiveness. 

Unbelievers remain under the wrath 
of God and are condemned by their 
unbelief. Christ’s final, public separa- 
tion confirms their unbelief and estab- 
lishes it on evidence. 

On the Last Day the glory of God’s 
salvation through Christ will be fully 
uncovered, and all will know what the 
believers know now. On Judgment Day 
it will be too late to write their names 
in the Book of Life. 

Here is the difference between the 
church and the world. Christians know 
whom they have believed and are per- 
suaded that God is able to keep that 
which they have committed to Him 
against that Day. 


Our task is to let our faith shine 
that others in darkness may also hear 
the Gospel of salvation and believe. 


e@ Ashamed? 


If your employer barred you from 
confessing the Christian faith... 


“Don’t tell them you are a member of the Masonic 
lodge” was the parting advice given an Eastern publisher 
when he left to assume ownership of a metropolitan daily 
in the Midwest. His reply: “I’m proud to be a Mason, 
and I’ll let everybody know it.” 

Contrast with this attitude a report that some busi- 
ness firms do not permit their employees to identify 
themselves publicly with any particular religious group, 
or do not want “their executives to be publicly tabbed as 
Lutheran.” 

If this information is correct, what a sad commentary 
on some Lutherans who permit their employers to keep 
employees from witnessing by openly confessing their 
holy Christian faith. Can it be said that job security 
is more important to them than their allegiance to their 
Lord? How can they square such actions with the exhor- 
tation of the Son of God when He said: “Whosoever 
shall confess Me before men, him will! I confess also be- 
fore My Father which is in heaven. But whosoever shall 
deny Me before men [for that is what hiding the faith is], 
him will I also deny before My Father which is in 
heaven.” 


Lodge members always wear the insignia of their 
order and thereby let it be known that they belong. Some 
Christians wear a cross to indicate their discipleship. 
Such badges are externals. Have you ever heard it said: 
“You'd never know he was a Lutheran,” “You couldn’t 
tell she was a Christian”? How often does conduct belie 
the Christian profession! 

Evidence of true Christianity reveals itself in our 
daily contacts with our fellow men in home, office, shop, 
store, school. It shows itself in our actions, our words, 
our silences, our judgments of men, our virtues, our 
confessions. 


Wear the cross, but above all, live the cross! 


® Is a Church Service Enough? 


Not all Lutheran practices 
originated in the past 


Why don’t more young people and adults attend 
Sunday school? Do Lutherans overemphasize the public 
worship service and the Sacraments? 

“Luther stressed the oral proclamation of the Word 
and the administration of the Sacraments for the spir- 
itual life of the church,” some Lutherans say. A per- 
son may also get the impression from such a statement 
that the only necessary activities and marks of the church 
are the preaching of the Gospel and the administration 
of the Sacraments, and that Luther considered formal 
Christian instruction unnecessary or unimportant. 

To state this reasoning as a layman would express 
it: “All I need for life with God and membership in 
His church is Baptism, the occasional hearing of a ser- 
mon, and the Lord’s Supper at least four times a year.” 

Now let’s face facts. (1) In view of Luther’s writing 
of the Small Catechism for instructional purposes, his 
translation of both the Old and the New Testament into 
the language of the people, and his many educational 
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treatises, we can hardly maintain that Luther valued 
preaching so exclusively that he had little concern for 
a program of Christian instruction. (2) Even if he did 
stress the presentation of the Gospel of repentance and 
remission of sins in Jesus Christ by oral proclamation, 
this must be understood in the light of the special needs 
of his day. Most people were illiterate. There were few 
Bibles. The church had few church schools. Formal 
adult education of the masses was limited largely to 
preaching and ceremonies and religious art. 

But why should the Lutheran Church in 20th-cen- 
tury America lay a major stress on the common service 
(the Mass) and fail to develop a graded educational 
program for all ages? The church service deserves all 
the emphasis we can give it, but it is only one means of 
instruction and one occasion for worship. The Sunday 
school or Sunday morning Bible hour, as some are calling 
it, is another. The same Lord who said, “Preach the 
Gospel,” also said, “Teach them to observe” all of His 
teachings. And the same God who said, “Blessed are 
they that hear the Word of God,” also said: “Search 
the Scriptures.” 

Today educational specialists emphasize the value 
of small discussion groups for meaningful learning. The 
Sunday school Bible hour offers young people and adults 
a chance to search the Scriptures as did the Bereans 
(Acts 17:11) and to discuss the Word among themselves 
to see whether the things they are hearing are true. 
Also “confirmed” Christians will find group Bible study 
a means of growth in grace as well as in knowledge. 

In addition to receiving personal benefits, adults who 
attend Sunday school set their children and young peo- 
ple a good example. “The whole congregation at wor- 
ship; the whole congregation at school” on Sunday morn- 
ing is the ideal. How about your whole family attending 
Sunday school? It could become good Lutheran practice. 


St. Louis, Mo. ALLAN HART JAHSMANN 


@ From Back to Front 


The habit of reading the 
WITNESS that way has 
something in its favor 


Some subscribers, we’re told, read the WITNESS 
from back to front, scanning first the Changes of Ad- 
dress, then perusing the Notices. This order has some- 
thing in its favor: many official notices rate more than 
a casual, last-minute glance. | 

Every ordination means that the Lord of the harvest 
has supplied another reaper. Every installation indicates 
that He has answered another congregation’s prayer for 
a pastor or a teacher. 

_ Appointments of new circuit Visitors, Calls for Nom- 
inations, Election Results, Calls Accepted, Requests for 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 


COMMENT 


(Colloquy — all these spell significant developments in 
the life of the church and involve decisions which re- 
quire divine guidance as well as human counsel. 

Other notices worth more than passing attention 
announce the 1958 summer sessions at St. Louis, River 
Forest, Seward, and several preparatory colleges. 

: “Congregations and their workers,” writes President 
Martin L. Koehneke of the River Forest teachers college, 
ought to avail themselves of the extensive undergraduate 
offerings as well as the developing services of the Grad- 
ate Division of the college.” 

| This summer 22 instructors will offer 30 courses 
"Gin air-conditioned classrooms) at the St. Louis sem- 
inary, reports Prof. Arthur M. Vincent. The summer 
school will enroll pastors, teachers, and also laymen who 
fiseek additional training and degrees. 

| Has your congregation considered sending its work- 
fers to summer school? Have you made a budget al- 
Hlowance for the cost of the sessions plus pulpit or 
jorgan supply? The money and time invested in summer 
@sessions could hardly be spent more profitably. 


Loose 


» The Christian Sunday School Teacher 


I know of no persons in the congregation who give 
‘more generously, unselfishly, and willingly of themselves 
than Christian Sunday school teachers. They belong to 
a chosen generation. Usually they have little training 
in the art of teaching. Though they all talk about their 
| lack of know-how, they are willing to be teachers, be- 
cause they know Jesus. Jesus says simply, “Teach them.” 
They say, “At Thy Word we will try.” 


Sunday school teachers are usually busy people. 

_A multiplicity of tasks usually keeps them going at the 

| 20th-century pace. Yet they take on more. They set 
aside many personal things to do the one thing needful. 

‘They go about doing good, suffering the little ones 

belonging to other people to come to them with their 
great needs, their problems, their littleness, sometimes 
with their meanness, always with their sinfulness. 


What surprises me most is that Sunday school 
teachers do all this with an air of doing themselves 
a favor. They kindly and lovingly beg the children 
to go to church after Sunday school, only to find them 
going home in waiting cars driven by parents who think 
they are doing God and the Sunday school teacher 
a favor in sending their children to Sunday school. 
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@ Pew Bibles 


Any valid argument 
against this proposal? 


Have you ever heard a person say when the preacher 
was explaining a text in his sermon: “I wish I had my 
Bible here so that I might follow his discourse or see the 
context of the Scripture passages quoted’’? 


Most churches have hymnals in the pew racks. Why 
not Bibles? Some do. And the worshipers consult the 
text as the pastor expounds it. Confusion? Not at all. 
Better attention. Better comprehension. The eye aids 
the ear. The listener follows the reading of the Epistle 
and the Gospel for the day. He meditates on the sacred 
text before the service begins. 


The Lutheran Church is called the Bible church. 
You couldn’t tell it from the number of Bibles in most 
pew racks. Looking for something to give to the church? 
A lectern Bible? Excellent. A pulpit Bible? Laudable. 
A Bible for every seating? A blessing upon you! 


And no sticker on the outside cover: “This is the 
DEODELEV COL 2 Ob ees 5 a *s Congregation. Don’t 
remove it!” Or if there must be a label, let it read: “If 
you have no Bible of your own and cannot afford to buy 
one, take this copy home with our compliments.” Signed: 
Pot Mee a ie eee? ’s Congregation, Bible Lovers.” 


Is there any valid argument against the proposal? 
There can’t be. Too expensive? Hardly! The Concordia 
Publishing House catalog advertises beautiful low-priced 
Bibles called “Pew Bibles.” 


Leaves 


A Sunday school teacher leaves home early 52 times 
a year to teach children the love of Jesus. These 52 times 
are preceded by many hours of preparation and prayer. 
Why? For whom? For the congregation, the pastor, 
the parents, the children? Could be. But Christian 
Sunday school teachers love Jesus above all. In Him 
they live and move and have their being. — Advance. 


Christian Driving 


In driving an automobile and in traveling on foot, 
one becomes aware that a man often is two different 
persons. When he is at the wheel of his car, he some- 
times is an imperious egotist. If someone ahead of him 
stops, perhaps for a good reason, he blares his horn 
like a spoiled brat who has just been disinherited by 
the final justice of an exhausted love. 


One often wonders what becomes of the horrid 
people who are so rude and self-assertive while driving 
their cars. The answer, of course, is that they are sane, 
modest, careful people — ordinarily — when they leave 
their chariots and go afoot with the rest of humanity. 


Even while driving cars, Christian people should 
allow their religion to shine forth in patience and kindly 
love. Driving that way will do more than merely sparing 
the drain of the horn on your battery. — The Lutheran. 
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To provide a program of Christian education for all members of 
the congregation — adults as well as children — the church produces 
a wide range of Bible-study materials. 


The “Life in Christ” Sunday school series of lessons includes study 
books, guides for teachers, and activity materials for nine age levels. 
This literature is theologically sound and educationally effective for 
a Sunday school embracing all church members from birth to death. 


All these publications 
show students their sinfulness 
& direct students to trust firmly in the only Savior from sin 


® cuide students to dedicate themselves to God’s service 


This purpose dominates the production of Sunday school curricular 
materials. 


Two writers of Bible discussion guides, Dr. John M. Weidenschilling (stand- 
ing, left) and Rev. Robert Hoyer (right) discuss a problem in Bible class 
material with Prof. Elmer E. Foelber, head of CPH Editorial Department. 
The St. Louis seminary faculty censors all copy. 


CPH’s modern presses pri 
day school lessons and cl 
synodical Sunday school 
Letterpress Department, e 


ues et tS 


Rev. Walter Riess, associate editor of the High School Preparing the materials for production are Dr. O. 
Department, selects illustrations for Bible discussion A. Dorn (left), manager of CPH; Miss Lillian Brune, 
guides in CPH Art Department, where Miss Barbara head of CPH Planning and Design Department; and 


Bell helps design layouts. 


,017 copies (current circulation) of Sun- 
ers. Dr. A. C. Mueller (left), editor of 
ears Ray Beckmeier, foreman of CPH 
olor operation. 


Dr. A. H. Jahsmann of Synod’s Parish Education staff. 


The purpose of all literature produced by Synod’s Board for Parish 
Education is to put the Word of God into the hearts of youth, chil- 
dren, and adults, that they may know Christ and grow up unto 
Him in all things. 


PTR Committee Members. 
Duane Reed, Pastor Schoessow, Alfred 


Standing: 


Boehner. Seated: Mr. and Mrs. Rich- 
ard Denning. 


One hundred and four congregations 
in Greater Los Angeles joined in an 
Evangelism Mission, conducted Jan. 
26—30. 

The final report of the Preaching- 
Teaching-Reaching Mission shows 


1,576 unchurched people agreed to 
attend pastor’s adult class 


1,135 received by transfer and re- 
affirmation 

2,057 pupils gained for Sunday 
school 


1,075 children gained for Baptism 


56,460 people attended evening 
Services 


6,127 worshipers were nonmembers 


RICHARD DENNING OF HOLLYWooD, 
a member of Mount Calvary Lutheran 
Church, Beverly Hills, and known to 
many TV fans as “Mr. North,” was one 
of the lay visitors in the PTR venture. 

“The happiest experience in 16 years 
of married life” is Mrs. Denning’s de- 
scription of the PTR contacts which 
she and her husband made in Beverly 
Hills. 

Nine families — total strangers to 
Mr. and Mrs. Denning — registered 
marked surprise when the Dennings 
canvassed to speak of Christ and their 
church, 


FROM THE TV SCREEN to an appear- 
ance at the front door was a transition 
that not one of these nine families had 
anticipated. 
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Pais 


Mission 
in 


Los Angeles 


In every call the Dennings were wel- 
comed courteously. Several families in- 
vited the visitors to return for a second 
visit, which the Dennings did. 


One unchurched family kept them 
for an entire evening. 


Already fruits “are beginning to ap- 
pear where least expected from the 
‘good seed’ the Dennings planted 
through their witnessing for the Savior 
and His church. But more than this 
was the inner growth the Dennings 
shared with their fellow lay visitors, 
their guest missioner, Rev. Victor Selle 
of Milwaukee, and me,” wrote their 
pastor, Rev. Theodore C. Schoessow. 


Using leads from the “This Is the 
Life” prospect list, “I sent Dick and 
Evelyn out on ‘cold’ calls for a prac- 
tice run,” Pastor Schoessow reported 
to the WITNEss. 

“Results? 

“Amazing!” 

The calls were made at exclusive 
homes in Beverly Hills. 


As the Dennings drove up to one 
pretentious house, the lady of the 
house, recognizing them, opened the 
door. 

“We would like to call on Minnie 
»’ Mr. Denning said. 

“Er-uh, you see, Minnie is our maid,” 
was the reply. “Let me call her.” 

Minnie was astonished to think that 
she was being visited and invited to 


worship by people she had seen on 
the screen. 


K 
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Evelyn and Richard Denning make 
PTR calls for Mount Calvary Lutheran 
Church, Beverly Hills, Calif. 


THIS EXPERIENCE Was “repeated sev- 
eral times on the Saturday before we 
officially opened our PTR on Sunday,” 
commented Pastor Schoessow. 

“Since the day of our marriage, no 
success, no goal, no experience has 
ever come near to the satisfaction we 
have learned and experienced during 
this PTR Evangelism Week,” said Mrs. 
Denning. 

“To go up to a renowned actress, 
while waiting for sets to be changed, 
and ask, ‘Do you have a church home? 
Are your two youngsters baptized? Do 
your children get as much out of school 


as our family does from the parish 


school our daughter attends?’ — these 
are the things I never dreamed I could 
do,” Mr. Denning stated. 


THE DENNINGS SPEARHEADED the 
move that the PTR committee continue 
throughout the year, Pastor Schoessow ’ 
wrote. 


The couple canvassed for the PTR’ 
mission during a week when Mr. Den- 
ning was rehearsing an hour-long, live 
drama televised on the Monday eve- 
ning following the evangelism week; 
yet they completed all their calls. 


The 22,138 persons contacted by 
the 2,224 lay visitors in the Los An- 
geles evangelism mission received the 
same invitation to worship in the house 
of the Lord. Every call was important. 
If all the visitors could have been in- 
terviewed, their reports, too, would 
reveal the joy of personal work for 
Christ. 
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MORE with LESS 


“We must do more with less money 
in 1958” was the spirit of Synod’s 
Board of Directors at its meeting in 
St. Louis, Feb. 6 and 7. Last year’s 
deficit was the reason for recommend- 
ing great caution in spending this year. 

A figure to remember is $900,000. It 
represents the approximate increase in 


receipts over 1956 and also the approxi- 
mate deficit for 1957. 


Last year our people contributed 
about 8.1% more for their synodical 
program than they did in 1956. 

The national average of annual con- 

tributions for religious purposes in 1957 
tose 9% above the average of the pre- 
vious year, the American Association 
of Fund-Raising Counsel reports. 
_ Since the Missouri Synod’s rate of 
growth is about 3%, the increase in 
contributions was almost three times 
that of membership growth. From the 
numerical viewpoint, $900,000 is a 
good figure. 


The arger our Syed grows, the 
te difficult it becomes to keep all 
le thoroughly informed about 
panding work. However, if 


nment as the Lord rightfully 
if the church is to meet the 
enges it faces today; if the church 
shes to witness to Christ “unto the 

srmost parts of the earth” as Christ 
mmissioned it to do: then every 
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h is to carry out its God- 


The figure is disappointing, how- 
ever, in that, added to the $600,000 
deficit carried over from the previous 
year, Synod’s actual cash budget debt 
now totals $1,500,000. This may not 
be alarming for a church with almost 
one and one-half million communicants, 
but it is distressing because it was so 
unnecessary. If each member had given 
one dollar more to Synod last year, 
there would be no deficit now. 


The Board of Directors is making 
a determined effort to restrict the ex- 
penditures of all synodical boards in 
1958 without wanting to hinder neces- 
sary work. The directors were mindful 
of the resolution of the College of 
Presidents, that, if possible, $500,000 
of debt be retired in 1958. This may 
mean less money available for current 
expenses. “More with Less!” Just how 
the boards are to achieve that is left 
to them. 


Though unwilling to allow expend- 
iture for anything except most essential 


re You T; nfor med: wy By John w. Behnken 


action in entering the house of Corne- 
lius, a Gentile, and serving him and his 
kinsmen and friends. The church then 
glorified God and said: “Then hath 
God also to the Gentiles a re- 
pentance unto life.” 


When Paul and Barnabas had com- 
pleted their first mission journey, they 
returned to Antioch. And when they 
“had gathered the church together, 
they rehearsed all that God had done 
with them.” Evidently the ae church 


__ kept its members informed. 
What shall we do today that we nay 


have a_ well-informed membership? 


Some may say: Why does not the pas- 
tor inform us in his sermons? In some _ 
instances, it is true, there may be room | 
_ _for improvement in this respect. But 
_ even when the pastor tries faithfully 


only about one half of his 


- communicant members. attend service 
on any given Sunday. Pastors also 
- make use of meetings of the men’s 
club, the ladies’ aid, 


League, _and_ especially ‘the Lutheran 


_ Women Missionary League. Despite 


ae all are oo 
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period of ten months 273 articles o 
world missions appeared in our publ 
cations. 


are our foreign mission fields? Which 


most promising mission fields in Nort 
America? How many theological semi- 


our church do for parish education? 


plain facts. 
to action. We want our people to 


get excited about the work, and we 
want them to get excited about it. 


the Walther | 


items, the Board of Directors granted 
funds for 
property in Sunderland, England 
a parsonage in Cardiff, Wales 
property in Yau Yat Chuen, Hong 
Kong 
a school in Pausa, New Guinea 
parsonages in Irelya and Pawari, New 
Guinea 
parsonage site in Yokohama, Japan. 


The Board also allocated 


$210,000 for a dormitory at Con- 
cordia, St. Paul, Minn. 


$250,000 for a new _ educational 
building, Edmonton, Alta., Canada 


$45,200 from the 1957 capital in- 
vestment fund for an educational 
building site at Sao Paulo, Brazil. 


Permission was also given to Con- 
cordia Institute, Bronxville, N. Y., to 
erect a new music hall, costing $108,- 
000, with funds being raised locally, so 
that there will be no cost to Synod. 


The College of Presidents, meeting in 
St. Louis, Feb. 3—5, resolved to stand 
by Synod’s $16,000,000 budget for 


(Continued on page 21) 


But é we not print the news in ihe 
Witness, Lutheraner, and other peri- 
odicals? Indeed! Last year within a 


However, not everyone re 
ceives them, and not everyone who 
ceives Our publications reads them. _ 

We have too many people who could 
not answer questions such as: Where 


countries did we enter since the last 
world war? What are some of the 


naries, preparatory colleges, and teach- 
ers colleges do we have? What does 


AmI being pessimistic? I am stating 
These should arouse us 


know. Without knowing, they cannot. 


For a number of years Synod has _ 
prepared some outstanding visual aids 
to inform and interest and inspire our 
people. More about that next time. 
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Lent to the Lord 


1 Samuel 1:28: “Therefore also 
I have lent him to the Lord; as long as 
he liveth, he shall be lent to the Lord.” 


Samuel is known as the prophet who 
was lent to the Lord. Hannah, his 
mother, had lamented the fact that she 
was childless. She had told the Lord 
that if He gave her a son, she would 
give him back to God. 

When Samuel was born, Hannah 
kept her promise. She brought him to 
the sanctuary at Shiloh. She permitted 
him to prepare himself to become a 
prophet. She lent her son to the Lord. 

How vital it is for the life of the 
church today that parents should make 
similar loans to the Lord! Our colleges 
and seminaries need such personal loans 
to train the prophets the Lord requires. 

While Samuel was serving his ap- 
prenticeship, prophets were rare. God’s 
revelations to His people were at a 
premium; so the Lord called the boy 
Samuel into His service. He had to 
call three times before the boy and his 
teacher recognized the summons. Fi- 
nally young Samuel responded: “Speak, 
Lord, for Thy servant heareth!” 

Young men whom we lend to the 
Lord today are being trained to respond 
in a similar way to the Lord’s sum- 
mons. At our synodical schools they are 
being taught to listen as God speaks to 
them in His Word. They are being 
trained to communicate that Word of 
God to others. 

The message of Samuel to the people 
of his day was a vital one: Return unto 
the Lord with all your hearts! What 
God wanted was true repentance, put- 
ting away strange gods, worshiping only 
the God of Israel. 

The people responded to the prophet 
Samuel’s pleading. They acknowledged 
that they had sinned against the Lord. 
They amended their evil ways. 

Return to the Lord! That is the 
summons which the Lord directs to us 
through His modern Samuels. They 


are demanding that we put away our 


pet sins. The prophets of today are 
urging us to devote ourselves whole- 
heartedly to the God who redeemed 
us in Christ. 

May God move us to be truly pen- 
itent and dedicated to Him. May we 
lend Him not only our sons, but above 
all, ourselves. 

ALFRED VON ROHR SAUER 
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Prophets 


Liturgical Worship in 


The Lutheran Church prefers litur- 
gical worship because she desires her 
worship to be conducted decently and 
in order, 1 Cor. 14:40. This statement 
in no wise implies that nonliturgical 
people do not or rarely take their wor- 
ship seriously. However, the history 
of the church shows that nonliturigcal 
worship easily declines, becomes man- 
centered, and ceases to glorify God. 


Even in the 16th century some sought 
to discard the liturgies of the church 
and to replace them with orders of their 
own making. In 1526 Luther com- 
plained: “Everyone is constructing his 
own; some with good intentions, others 
again with presumption, in order that 
they may shine as also having pro- 
duced something new to prove that 
they are not ordinary leaders.” Luther’s 
Works, Vol. VI, p.170, Philadelphia 
edition. 


Luther made this complaint after he 
himself had prepared an order of wor- 
ship in the language of the people. 
He did not reject entire liturgies of 
the past, as did other reformers. Al- 
though adhering closely to the Roman 
Mass, he rejected what was out of 
keeping with the Holy Scriptures and 
evangelical practice. Three years be- 
fore, while preparing a Latin service, 
Luther said: “What is good we will 
retain.” He showed a breadth of un- 
derstanding worthy of emulation. 


Not Mere Forms 


Some will ask, “Why use liturgies 
when the average worshiper does not 
understand them?” True, one must un- 
derstand the liturgies of the church 
to use them intelligently and to love 
them. But if it is true that liturgical 
worship is the official worship of the 
church, then it is the church’s duty 
to teach her people the meaning of 
her liturgies. Our liturgies, like the 
Holy Scriptures, must be taught and 
explained. 


A liturgy is a set form, and forms are 
needed for orderly worship. “God is 
not the author of confusion, but of 
peace, as in all churches of the saints,” 
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rify God and to serve Christ. 


the Lutheran Church 


1 Cor. 14:33. Well-ordered worship is 
liturgical worship. 


But a liturgy is also more than a 
form; it is an expression of worship 
which glorifies God and edifies the 
church. 


Liturgy is derived from a Greek 
word which means “a work of the 
people.” Originally the word referred 
to a public type of service which had 
nothing to do with the church and her 
worship. Long before the establishment 
of the Roman Catholic Church the 
word was given a religious, a Christian 
meaning. This word, in its original 
Greek form Jeitourgia, is used in the 
Greek New Testament, as is also its 
verb “to liturgize.” 


A liturgy, therefore, is a service 
rendered humbly by Christians to glo- 
In this 
sense Lutheran Christians ought to 
accept and use this meaningful word. 
In this sense, too, we should think of 
the liturgical worship of the Lutheran 
Church. To reject liturgical worship 
because the liturgical worship of some 
is too ceremonious and offensive is like 
refusing to ride in an automobile be- 
cause some people use the automobile 


for sinful purposes. 


Gifts of God 


As Lutherans, we owe it to our 
church to evaluate our liturgies from 
a healthy Lutheran point of view, just 
as we as American citizens should 
esteem highly our American heritage. 
Our liturgies are instruments of the 
Holy Ghost. They are God- and Christ- 
centered and are thoroughly Scriptural 
in character and expression. Like the 
church year, to which they relate them- 
selves, they aid our spiritual growth. 


“The Liturgy and the Liturgical Year 
. . . maintain a weekly and seasonal 
rhythm which keeps the Church in spir- 
itual health. They discipline, direct, 
and enlarge the individual religious ex- 
perience of all individual Christians,” 
says Luther D. Reed in his book, Lu- 
theran Liturgy, p. 10. 


WALTER E. Buszin 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 


Whats the 
ANSWER ? 


® Did Christ baptize? 


® Human ordinances binding? 
® Trinity in the Old Testament? 


® Salvation without the Sacraments? 


o> Question: Did our Lord do 
é any baptizing, or did He 

baptize only through His dis- 
ciples? John 3:22 and 4:2 seem to 
contradict each other. 


_ Answer: As these verses read, it ap- 
pears that Jesus did not personally ad- 
minister Holy Baptism, but appointed 
and authorized His disciples to baptize 
in His stead. The evangelist’s second 
statement explains how he wishes his 
first statement to be understood. It is 
hardly proper to consider these two 
verses a contradiction. 

In modern speech we commonly 
ascribe to a leader that which others 
do for him by his request and author- 
ity. We say: General MacArthur de- 
feated the Japanese, an engineer builds 
a bridge, a manufacturer builds an 
automobile, and the like. 


Question: I am confused by 
Christ’s statement: “In vain 
do they worship Me, teaching 
for doctrines the commandments of 
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men” (Mark 7:7). What does it 
mean? 
Answer: Jewish leaders had  sur- 


rounded the Mosaic Law with a wall 
of interpretations and traditions re- 
garded of equal importance. A number 
of these traditions for pre-meal cere- 
monial washings were painstakingly ob- 
served. Jesus, however, tells the Phari- 
sees and scribes that by observing these 
traditions they were laying aside and 
rejecting God’s commandments. 
Human ordinances must never be 
made binding upon the consciences of 
men. Only God can give binding com- 
mandments. Adding to God’s Word is 
just as evil as subtracting from it (Deut. 
4:2; Rev. 22:18,19). To think that 
one is serving God acceptably by heed- 
ing extra ordinances and traditions is 
self-deception and worshiping in vain. 
In particular, Jesus pointed to their 
teaching that children render a higher 
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service if they give to God or to the 
temple that which they intended to give 
for the support of their needy parents. 
Thus the Pharisees piously hindered 
children from performing an impor- 
tant Christian duty (Mark 7:12; 1 Tim. 
5:8), which Jesus declares to be im- 
plied in the Fourth Commandment. 

This verdict also applies to us. We 
should not endeavor to bind our opin- 
ions upon the consciences of our fel- 
low Christians, leave free what God 
has forbidden, or forbid what God has 
left free. The observance of man-made 
ordinances and traditions has a way of 
crowding out proper regard for God’s 
teachings and commandments. Let us 
stay where God put us and refrain 
from being religious lawmakers. 


Question: Did the Hebrew 
people before the birth of 
Christ believe in the Trinity 
as it is revealed to us today, or did 
they just believe in the Father, or in 
the Father and in the Holy Ghost, 
even though they had the prophecy 
of the Messiah? 


Answer: While the Old Testament 
does not teach the doctrine of the Holy 
Trinity as explicitly as does the New 
Testament (Matt. 3:16, 17; 28:19; 
2 Cor. 13:14), the people of the Old 
Covenant certainly knew, and many of 
them worshiped, the Triune God. 

There are numerous Old Testament 
references which clearly teach, or 
allude to, a God of more than one 
Person. 

All three Persons of the Godhead 
are mentioned in Is. 61:1, which Jesus 
unhesitatingly applied to Himself (Luke 
4:18-21) and should be understood in 
the light of Matt. 3:16 and Acts 10:38. 

The deity of Jesus is proved in 
Hebrews 1 with six Old Testament 
texts which are applied to the Son of 
God? (2 Samia /214: Ps.227; 4527; 9737: 
102:26-28; 110:1). 

The Spirit of God moved upon the 
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face of the waters (Gen. 1:2) and 
made the host of heaven. (Ps. 33:6) 

The Aaronic blessing (Num. 6:24-26) 
and the Thrice Holy (Is. 6:3) likewise 
point significantly to a God of three 
Persons. 

Finally, there are the repeated ref- 
erences to the Angel of the Lord, who, 
when divine names or attributes are 
ascribed to Him, is always to be under- 
stood as being Jesus Christ before He 
came into human flesh. A few such 
references are: Gen. 22:11, 12; 48: 


15,216; Exits 21-13% 

Question: Can we be saved 
°? without being baptized or 
id partaking of Holy Com- 

munion, by merely believing in 
Christ? If so, why do we need to 
receive Baptism and Holy Com- 
munion? 


Answer: Who are we poor mortals 
to say that God cannot save us with- 
out Holy Baptism or Communion? 
With God all things are possible. 
Throughout the Old Testament He 
used other means, and, if He chose to 
do so, He could devise still other means 
of grace to cleanse us from our sins 
and save us from eternal damnation. 

But why should we speculate? God 
has instituted both Sacraments and has 
clearly indicated to us that they are to 
be used. In them He offers us the 
most priceless blessings: forgiveness of 
sins, life, and salvation. 

Concerning Baptism, Jesus said: “He 
that believeth and is baptized shall be 
saved”; concerning Holy Communion: 
“This do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in re- 
membrance of Me.” 

Has anyone the right to reject Bap- 
tism, as the Pharisees and lawyers did, 
Luke 7:30, and thus to refuse God’s 
blessings? Or, when Jesus says to us, 
“This do,” may we say no? Whoever 
despises Baptism and the Lord’s Sup- 
per spurns God’s grace and endangers 
his eternal salvation. O. E. SOHN 
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Easter Seals Witness 
To the Risen Savior 


Colorful Easter Seals, proclaiming 
the message that “Christ is risen,” have 
been mailed to almost a half-million 
Lutheran Hour listeners who have writ- 
ten the St. Louis headquarters of the 
Gospel broadcast during the past few 
months. In addition, the seals are being 
widely distributed through hundreds of 
congregations of the Missouri Synod. 


This marks the twelfth year in which 
The Lutheran Hour has issued Easter 
Seals. Originated by William Fenske, 
then a member of the Lutheran Hour 
Operating Committee and now a mem- 
ber of Synod’s Board of Directors, the 
Lutheran Hour Easter Seals have stead- 
ily increased in popularity. A total of 
40 million seals are being mailed dur- 
ing the current season. 


The 1958 seals, printed in blue and 
a golden yellow, list the two radio mis- 
sions of the Lutheran Laymen’s League: 
The Lutheran Hour and The Family 
Worship Hour. The seal also includes 
a bellcote with tolling bells and the 
words “Christ is Risen.” The identifica- 
tion, “Easter — 1958,” completes the 
simple seal. 


Designed for use on letters, enve- 
lopes, cards, and other literature, the 
seals have found their way into strange 
places during the past 12 years. 

Businessmen have used the seals on 


envelopes containing bills which are 
mailed out. At least one man reported 


the seals tempered the recipient’s ap- 
praisal of the enclosure. 


Since letters, post cards, and other 
mailing pieces pass through a number 
of hands during the mailing and de- 
livery process, literally thousands of 
persons are exposed to the message, 
“Christ is Risen.” 

While the major purpose of the 
seals is to serve as a witness to the 
Easter truth, they also constitute a 
source of financial income for the Gos- 
pel broadcast. Last year approximately 
$150,000 was sent in by friends of 
The Lutheran Hour as a result of the 
Easter Seal appeal. 


This year the funds will be used to 
finance expansion of The Lutheran 
Hour in Africa, the Middle East, and 
South America. 


SELC Supports Lutheran Hour 


The Slovak Evangelical Lutheran 
Church recently announced that The 
Lutheran Hour has received an alloca- 
tion of $1,000 in the budget of that 
church. This is the first time a church 


body has included the Gospel broad- 
cast in its budget. 


“Frontier Ministry” 


Following up on Lutheran Hour 
broadcasts over Station KVFC in Cor- 
tez, Colo., Rev. Dale Schultz contacted 
a group of 70 persons living in the 
uranium district of southern Utah who 
regularly use The Lutheran Hour as the 
heart of their Sunday services. The 
worshipers have no pastor. 


“While the practice is followed fre- 
quently in Brazil, this is unique evi- 
dence of the kind of ‘frontier’ ministry 
The Lutheran Hour performs even in 
the United States,’ commented Rev. 
C. Thomas Spitz, Jr., director of Pan 
American Operations for the global 
radio mission. 

Dr. Rodolfo Hasse, Portuguese Lu- 
theran Hour speaker, and his son, Rev. 
Paulo Hasse, Lutheran Hour office 
manager in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, often 
receive letters requesting pastoral serv- 
ices from groups of Lutheran Hour 
listeners in the Brazilian interior. They 
use the broadcast in their worship. 
meetings, a practice encouraged by the 
Hasses. 


Excellent Support 


More than 1,400 congregations or- 
dered materials with which to observe. 
Lutheran Hour Sunday, Feb. 23, the 
St. Louis headquarters has reported. 
This set a record in the program’s 
25-year history. 


“This excellent support on the part 
of the congregations of our Synod is 
an indication of the high regard our 
people have for this radio mission,” 
commented Paul Friedrich, executive 
director of the LLL, sponsor of the 
program. E. F. K. 


Listeners to The Lutheran Hour in Lebanon. 
“We like the broadcast, listen to it always, talk 
about it often,” writes Adel Abdulla (seated, 
third from right) of Martana. 
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Boys RANCH 


(Continued from page 7) 


Most of the boys are behind in their 
chool work, often having had a record 
f truancy before they came to the 
anch. Much encouragement and assis- 
ance with homework is needed. All 
oys at Butt Memorial Boys Home at- 
end school at Tolley, N. Dak. 

A quick way for boys to adjust is to 
ccept work responsibility. Chores are 
ssigned a week in advance to each boy. 
[he boys help milk, feed animals and 
oultry, wash dishes, and peel spuds. 

Summer sees the boys put up hay, 
earn how to operate farm machinery, 
nd weed the garden. 


’ The lads elect their own officers to 
a council which makes the rules. The 
boys themselves see to it that the rules 
are followed. Houseparents are advisers. 
For recreation the boys fish, swim, 
toller-skate, ski, and ride horseback. 


New Unit Planned 


The association is now negotiating 
for a ranch site near Minot, where con- 
struction will begin on a new unit this 
spring for a processing center to accom- 
modate 30 boys. Gardening, landscap- 
ing, and small-scale ranch activities will 
also be part of the program at the new 
ranch, to cost an estimated $140,000. 
A District-wide drive will be held on 
Mother’s Day. 


When the staff feels that a boy has 
made enough progress at Minot, they 
will consider the following possibilities: 
return him to his home, if home and 
community circumstances warrant that 
return; foster-home placement; if age 
permits, employment or military service; 
if smaller-group living is still desirable, 
placement at the Butt Home. 


The Association 


To offer better services, the associa- 
tion has employed an experienced social 
worker with a Master’s degree. 

Although income is derived from the 
farm and from welfare assistance, the 
extension and future expansion of the 
ranch depends largely on contributions 
from individuals and organizations. 


_ Anyone wishing to join the ranch’s 
“Booster Club” may write to Martin 
Kruse, P.O. Box 933, Minot, N. Dak. 

The ranch is often designated in 
memorials. Frequently Lutheran church 
organizations “adopt” it as a project. 
Memorial cards, posters, brochures, 
copies of the Ranch Voice, and other 
materials are available for the asking. 


Colored filmstrips with record com- 
mentaries are also available free of 
charge for showing to various groups. 
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Members of Synod are welcome to speak on subjects of their choice — synodical 
policies, practices, customs, issues of the day, and so forth. Opinions expressed in 
Pro and Con are not to be regarded as those of the WITNESS or of Synod. The Editors 
reserve the right to reject, print in full, or omit matters not pertinent. The debates will 
be terminated at the discretion of the Editors. 


The Use of Lay Talents 


Mr. Kettner’s article and the support- 
ing letters regarding the use of laymen 
in the church occasioned this contri- 
bution. 

It is difficult to find the qualified lay- 
men who will work for the same salary 
which a pastor receives. I know of at 
least two major instances in which an 
attempt was made to employ laymen 
for administrative positions in the 
church. Layman after layman declined 
the positions because of an unwilling- 
ness to make the financial sacrifice 
which service in the church apparently 
requires and which a clergyman is will- 
ing to make. In instances when laymen 
have been employed in church posi- 
tions, they usually receive substantially 
higher salaries than those paid to 
clergymen. 

The use of lay talents has not always 
been an unmixed blessing. One of the 
greatest fiascos in the church within my 
memory was a quasi-eleemosynary en- 
deavor sponsored entirely by laymen. 
Nor can I refrain from citing the ex- 
ample of a voters’ assembly (laymen) 
which resolved to invest the bulk of 
the congregation’s building fund in a 
notorious and now defunct investment 
company. 

One of the correspondents deplores 
the use of pastors as teachers. I assume 
that he refers to those clergymen teach- 
ing in our colleges. If subject-matter 
competency were our only concern in 
seeking instructors, we could use quali- 
fied laymen as teachers in our colleges. 
Competency in a subject-matter area is 
a secondary consideration. Our pastors, 
as a result of the broad humanistic 
training which they have received in 
our preparatory schools, make ideal in- 
structors. The enviable records which 
our preparatory school students have 
achieved in national testing programs as 
well as the proved ability of our pastors 
trained in those schools testify to 
Synod’s wisdom in using theologically 
trained men as instructors in our col- 
leges and seminaries. 

The lay opinions offered in the 
WITNESS — some of which were not 
too well considered in their conception 
— could well evoke a lengthy rebuttal. 
Permit me to close, however, with this 
observation. I have had considerable 
experience working with Lutheran and 
non-Lutheran laymen, many of whom 
should, I suppose, be: classified — us- 
ing the words of one of the correspon- 
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dents — as “giants of business and wiz- 
ards of finance.” Never have I heard 
these eminently successful men express 
the sentiments stated in the WITNESS 
contributions. Rather, they were grate- 
ful that the Lord has blessed the church 
with competent clergymen who, ignor- 
ing the personal cost or the lack of 
material reward, were willing to serve 
in those nonpastoral positions in the 
church for which qualified laymen 
could not be secured. 


Austin, Tex. GEORGE J. BETO 


“Lo Here! Lo There!” 


In Luke 17:20, 21 Christ says: “The 
kingdom of God cometh not with ob- 
servation; neither shall they say, Lo 
here! or, lo there! for, behold, the king- 
dom of God is within you.” 

Not only does Christ therein dis- 
avow a visible church of His on earth, 
but He also commands men not so to 
say or claim. With emphasis He pro- 
claims that His church is within the in- 
dividual; hence, unless we have the 
“kingdom of God” within us, we have 
no part in it, for Rom. 8:9 states: “Now 
if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, 
he is none of His.” 

Luther, in Art. VII of the Augsburg 
Confession, writes: “And it (the Creed) 
says Church Catholic (Universal) in 
order that we may not understand the 
church to be an outward government, 
but men scattered throughout the world 
who agree concerning the Gospel, and 
have the same Christ, and the same 
Holy Ghost, and the same Sacraments, 
whether they have the same or different 
human traditions.” 

In view of these authoritative and ac- 
cepted teachings, how can our church 
justify its subscribing to and practicing 
such a dogma as “Synodical Conference 
altars for Synodical Conference Lu- 
therans only”? Does not this dogma 
loudly proclaim the “Lo here! or, lo 
there!” forbidden by Christ? Does it 
not, as a norm of worthiness, substitute 
church membership for repentance and 
faith in Christ’s merit? And does it not 
support the Roman Church’s claim to 
a “True Visible Church of Christ on 
earth,” the denial of which was the 
very essence of the Reformation? 

Such a dogma can be predicated only 
upon a premise of “Automatic Worthi- 
ness by Association,” another Roman 
Catholic teaching. Infallible? 


Winfield, Kans. H. C. WIND 
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Built on Peter? 


The Roman Catholics Say: 


“The Lord’s intention and plan was 
to make Peter (the rock-man) the 
head of the Church, the visible Vicar 
of the Invisible solid rock foundation 
who communicates to Peter his own in- 
fallible authority, so that whatever 
Peter binds or looses on earth will 
have the full ratification in Heaven.” 


“The Rock That Was Simon,” p. 21, in Does 
the Bible Contradict Itself? No. 42, K. of C., Re- 
ligious Information Bureau, St. Louis. 


“It is quite clear that Jesus established 
an organized society. He entrusted its 
direction to a college of leaders, the 
twelve Apostles. He bestowed supreme 
authority in teaching and governing the 
Church on Peter as His personal rep- 
resentative on earth with full au- 
thority.” 


“Jesus Christ . . . The Bible and the Church,” 
p. 21 in The Bible is NOT Our Sole Guide, No. 32, 
K. of C., Religious Information Bureau. 


Three “Petrine texts” are often 
quoted to support the Roman Catho- 
lic claim that Peter was the head of 
the church: “Thou art Peter,” Mat- 
thew 16; “Feed My lambs [and 
sheep],” John 21; “Confirm thy 
brethren,” Luke 22. 


Considerable difference of opin- 
ion exists among the Church Fa- 
thers about the meaning of the text 
from John 21. St. Augustine, per- 
haps the best known of these Church 
Fathers, did not interpret the text 
as the Roman Catholic Church does. 


Christ’s command to Peter to 
feed His lambs and His sheep does 
not restrict this responsibility to one 
apostle. If, by the command, Christ 
wanted to make Peter the head of 
the church and His vicar, He would 
have said so. 


The exhortation to Peter to 
strengthen his brethren was followed 
by the other apostles. St. Paul wrote 
to the congregation in Rome that he 
wanted to give them a spiritual gift 
to establish them, Rom. 1:11. 

Peter shared the power and au- 
thority that our Lord conferred on 
all the apostles. The early apostolic 
church was not aware of any su- 
preme authority belonging to him. 
At the Council of Jerusalem, Peter 
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Comment 


The Bible Says: 


“He breathed on them [the disciples] 
and saith unto them, Receive ye the 
Holy Ghost; whosesoever sins ye re- 
mit, they are remitted unto them; and 
whosesoever sins ye retain, they are 
retained.” John 20:21, 22. 

“Now therefore ye are. . . fellow 
citizens with the saints, and of the 
household of God; and are built upon 
the foundation of the Apostles and 
Prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being 
the chief Cornerstone.” Eph. 2:19, 20. 

“And the wall of the city had twelve 
foundations, and in them the names 
of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.” 
Rev. 21:14. 

“T will pray the Father, and He shall 
give you another Comforter, that He 
may abide with you forever, even the 
Spirit of Truth.” John 14:16, 17. 


spoke and was listened to (Acts 15). 
It is James, however, who summar- 
izes and speaks the mind of the 
Council, “I judge” (v. 6). 

St. Paul refers to James and Peter 
and John (in that order) and adds, 
“who seemed to be pillars” (Gal. 
2:9). Paul was not ready to count 
himself less than the other apostles. 


There is no assertion in the Bible 
by Peter himself that he had been 
given any kind of supreme authority 
by the Lord. His two letters know 
no such distinction; the Gospel ac- 
cording to St. Mark (which, it may 
be pointed out, is based on the ac- 
count of St. Peter) does not make 
this claim. 


There is no indication at all in 
the New Testament that Peter’s ac- 
tivities were of greater consequence 
than Paul’s. 

Christ has built His church on 
Himself, not on a “rock-man.” 
Christ’s truth, in the Scriptures, is 
the foundation of the church. His 
Spirit leads His disciples into that 
truth, for He is the Substitute, the 
Vicar, whom Christ gave His dis- 
ciples when He went to the Father. 
That Spirit abides with His church. 
We must reject the voice of the 
Roman Church. Cari S. MEYER 
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There’s Nothing 
“Lent” in Lent 


They borrowed a bed to lay His head 

When Christ, the Lord, came down. 

They borrowed an ass in the mountain 
pass 

For Him to ride to town. 

But the crown that He wore 

And the cross that He bore, 

They were His very own. 


He borrowed a room on the way to the 
tomb, 

The Passover lamb to eat. 

They borrowed the cave for Him a 
grave; 

They borrowed the winding sheet. 

But the crown that He wore 

And the cross that He bore, 

They were His very own. 


The cross was His own. It was not 
lent to Him. He did not borrow the 
cross, later to return it to us. 


He died to pay sin’s wages. He died 
because our sin became His. We shall 
never have to die upon the cross. He 
died for us. 


To you who believe in the Savior 
forgiveness is not lent, later to be 
taken back. Nor is the price of salva- 
tion lent to you, to be repaid in install- 
ments. 


I am the Good Shepherd; the Good 
Shepherd giveth His life for the sheep. 


-I know My sheep ... and I give 


unto them eternal life. 


God so loved the world that He 
gave His only-begotten Son. . . 


The gift of God is eternal life. 


By grace are ye saved, through faith; 
and that not of yourselves, it is the gift’ 
of God; not of works, lest any man 
should boast. 


Salvation is the gift of God’s grace. 
It is not lent, to be taken back or paid 


for by our works. ; 


: 
Your life is not to be lent to the 
Lord. “Christ . . . has purchased and 
won me,” Luther explains, “not with 
gold or silver, but with His holy, pre- 
cious blood and with His innocent suf- 
fering and death, that I may be His 
OWD eo. 62 


Purchase: No trade or bartering or 
bargaining. “The church of God which 
He hath purchased with His own 
blood.” 


Payment: Not a down payment with 
an unpaid balance; not a deferment of 
payment; not a postponement of a final 
settlement. “It is finished.” 
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Possession: Not a spare-time devo- 
tion; not a part-time working agree- 
ment; Christ takes possession. “Ye are 
not your own. Ye are bought with 
a price.” 

There’s nothing lent in Lent. 


The thorns on His head were worn in 
my stead. 

For me the Savior died. 

For the guilt of my sin the nails drove 
in 

When Him they crucified. 

Though the crown alone and the cross 
were His own, 

By right they were mine instead. 

For me He died and was crucified; 

For me it was that He bled. 


LAWRENCE GALLMAN 
Faribault, Minn. 


“Our Own Voices” 


Last Sunday an unusual thing hap- 
pened in our church service. Mechan- 
ical failure silenced our church organ. 
As a result we were obliged to sing 
without accompaniment, if we were 
to sing at all. 


This incident prompts some thinking 
about the role of the organ in worship. 
Generally speaking, the organ is a ser- 
vant in the service. The organ sets the 
pitch and the tempo, aids in the con- 
gregational singing, and establishes a 
tone and an atmosphere which deepen 
the worship experience. 


But when the organ was silent last 
Sunday, the servant couldn’t serve! 
The worshipers consequently had an 
opportunity to hear their own voices, 
to hear each other singing, to assert 
independently the key and tempo and 
tone. The organ was missed, but some- 
thing new and wholesome was gained 
momentarily. 

Somewhere here lies a parallel. Could 

it be that the church has a genuine 
voice which may sometimes be drowned 
out by the loud-speakers of the church 
or by its public representatives? 
- Have we forgotten what it is like 
to hear our own voices of confession 
and witnessing, because we let the 
preacher or the “church” take over 
and speak for us? 

Could you and I sound the key of 
our own faith, establish the tempo of 
our work, and assert the tone of our 
convictions — without the assistance of 
any accompaniment or helper or church 
“organ”? 

Perhaps there is some value in seek- 
ing a kernel of truth in this parallel 
and in resolving to reassert ourselves, 
to hear ourselves speak, to be con- 


MaRCH 11, 1958 


cerned about the real song, not just the 
accompaniment. 


Perhaps our individual Christian lives 
and the life of our congregation would 
benefit if we had to stand on our own 
feet and assume our own Christian re- 
sponsibilities. 

Let him who understands cherish this 
thought. 


Toledo, Ohio NIcHOLAS May 


MorE WITH LESS 


(Continued from page 15) 


1958, even though it means an increase 
from 25% to 30% from some Districts. 


The 1958 budget calls for $13,000,- 
000 for operating expenses, including 
its whole program of missions, pastor: 
and teacher-training, etc., and $3,000,- 
000 for capital investment in buildings 
on the mission fields and at our col- 
leges and seminaries. The College of 
Presidents requested the various boards 
of Synod to spend funds with great 
caution and care in 1958. 


The District Presidents also resolved 
to encourage all congregations to use 
the Stewardship Department’s Sector 
Plan for the Every-Member Canvass 
this fall. 


Although not expressed, the feeling 
exists among many Officials that if 
funds for the 1958 and 1959 synodical 
budgets are insufficient, a special col- 
lection may become necessary to pro- 
vide additional facilities for training 
pastors and teachers. 

“More with Less” is either an ideal- 
istic, unobtainable objective, or it is 
a resolution born of faith that “with 
God all things are possible.” All mem- 
bers will certainly want to offer con- 
stant, fervent prayer that Synod’s work 
will not be hindered. 


ELMER A. KETTNER 


Books 


Sayings of Jesus. Fleming H. Revell. 
60 pages. $1.00. 


A choice selection of words of Jesus 
taken from the four Gospels in the Au- 
thorized Version. One of Revell’s “Inspi- 
rational Classics” in handy pocketbook 
size. Just about all the best-known words 
of Christ are included, with one glaring 
exception — John 3:16. 


Living Our Lives for God — Sermons on 


the Ten Commandments. By Victor 
A. Bartelt. Northwestern Publishing 
House. $1.25. 


This series lives up to its subtitle, “The 
Ten Commandments for Our Times.” 
The author, pastor of Elm Grove Lutheran 
Church (Missouri Synod), Elm Grove, 
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Wis., has gathered excellent material and 
organized it well. The language is that of 
the man in the pew. Pastor Bartelt also 
shows a proper regard for the place of 
the life-giving Gospel in sermons on the 
Law. Small wonder that members of his 
congregation requested that these sermons 
be published! 


His Death and Ours (Meditations on 
Death Based on the Seven Last 
Words). By David Belgum. Augs- 
oe Publishing House. 65 pages. 
51.00. 


Aims to prepare people for their own 
death. Seven excellent meditations are 
based on the seven recorded words spoken 
by the Savior from the cross. The book 
serves its purpose to help the readers 
gain from Christ’s words “that grace and 
guidance we will need at our last hour.” 
Recommended reading for those afflicted 
with terminal illness. Most profitable read- 
ing for all mortals this Lent, and every 
Lent. 


Books for Children 


The following books have been reviewed 
by a committee of the Young People’s 
Literature Board, The Lutheran Church — 
Missouri Synod, and are available through 
Concordia Publishing House. 


Tree Wagon. By Evelyn Sibley Lamp- 


man. Illus. by Robert Frankenberg. 
Doubleday, 1953. 253 pages. $2.75. 
Ages 10—13. 


The story of an enormous wagon train 
that traveled from Iowa to Oregon in 1847 
tells how a nurseryman’s wagon carried 
700 tree shoots for the new country. When 
the wagon slowed up the rate of travel, the 
big train went on without him. One other 
family remained with the tree wagon. 
When hostile Indians in war paint swooped 
down on the two wagons, an amazing 
thing happened which guaranteed their 
safety. The two families got through to 
Oregon with half the trees living, as well 
as Seenie’s special gooseberry bush for 
which she had sacrificed her extra petticoat 
to serve as a sunshade. The author 
vouches for the authenticity of this good 
story. 


Men at Work in the South. By Henry 
B. Lent. Illus. with photographs. 
Putnam, 1957. 128 pages. $2.75. 
Ages 10—13. 


Twenty-five short, informative, chapters 
describe industries and occupations in nine 
Southern states. The author takes the 
reader on tours of a cotton field, an 
aluminum plant, an orange grove in Flor- 
ida, the birthplace of Coca Cola, Oak 
Ridge atomic power plant, and other 
places. Each chapter describes the indus- 
try with a corresponding full-page photo- 
graph preceding it. Worthwhile addition 
to social studies references. 

The same author’s Men at Work in New 
England (1956) gives an interesting pic- 
ture of industries — from clockmaking to 
fishing —in that section of our country. 


Japanese Witnesses for Christ. 
michi Ebizawa. 
96 pages. $1.25. 


Little in stature but spiritual giants, five 
outstanding Christians of Japan are de- 
scribed by an able Japanese writer and 
churchman. The reader will find it both 
interesting and inspiring to walk in their 
company while he peruses this all-too-brief 
booklet. 


By Nori- 
Association Press. 
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Deaths 


FRED HELMSTETTER, Nov. 3, 1875, 
Schoenburg, Germany, to Jan. 24, 1958, 
St. Paul, Minn.; son of Ludwig and Juli- 
anna Stoeckel Helmstetter; graduated 
St. Louis seminary, 1901; circuit rider on 
the Missouri Slope, a territory into which 
streams of settlers poured from eastern 
states and from the Ukraine, South Russia; 
organized preaching stations in Burleigh, 
McLean, Sheridan, Stark, and Billings 
counties (the latter two west of the Mis- 
souri River, joining the Bad Lands); par- 
ishes: Bismarck, Minn.; Campbell, Minn.; 
Madison, Minn., 1916—44, when he re- 
tired. Visitor, Minnesota District, 1931 to 
1939. Survivors: sons Rev. Louis, Fred, 
Harold; daughters Hattie Drevlow, Caro- 
line Faupel, Luella LeCount, Margaret, 
and Gertrude. Funeral: Jan. 27, St. Paul, 
Minn.; interment, Elmhurst Cemetery, 
St. Paul. 


Ernst C. KUEN, Jan. 19, 1871, Indian- 
apolis, Ind., to Feb. 16, 1958, Kendallville, 
Ind.; son of Rev. Herman and Elizabeth 
Kern Kuehn; graduated St. Louis seminary, 
1894; parishes: Dudleytown, Ind., 1894 to 
1903; Kendallville, Ind., 1903—09, when 
he resigned for reasons of health. Sur- 
vivors: sons Leo, Paul, Arthur, and Her- 
man. Funeral: Feb. 18, Rochester, Mich.; 
interment, Forest Lawn, Detroit, Mich. 


JOHN F. OBERDIEK, April 11, 1876, New 
Melle, Mo., to Feb. 13, 1958, Horicon, 
Wis.; son of Ernst and Maria Hensick 
Oberdiek; graduated Addison teachers col- 
lege, 1898; schools: Edgerton, Wis.; Rock- 
ford, Ill.; Horicon, Wis., 1910 to 1937, 
when he retired. Survivors: sons Martin 
and Walter; daughter Edna Lechner. Fu- 
neral: Feb. 16, Horicon, Wis.; interment, 
Oak Hill Cemetery, Horicon. 


Notices 


Ordinations and Installations 
Installed: PASTORS 


Baese, Walter J., Jr., Trinity, West Chicago, 
Ill., by W. J. Baese, Sr., Dec. 15. 

Baumgartel, Clarence A., St. Paul, Luxemburg 
(5S), Wis., by H. H. A. Harthun, Feb. 2. 

Buehner, Andrew J., St. Peter, Vincennes, 
Ind., by Arthur L. Scheidt, Jan. 26 

Cloeter, Richard, Immanuel, Janesville (9S), 
Minn., by Carl J. Gundermann, Jan. 26. 

Cordes, Alvin J., Zion, Power, St. John, Fair- 
field, Mont., by E. T. Leckband, Jan. 26. 

Draegert, Armin C., First, Asheville, N. C., 
by Marvin Tschatschula, Jan. 26. 

Dundek, Albert, Zion, Lorain, Ohio, by Fred 
W. Loose, Jan. 19. 

Eifrig, William F., St. John, Wheaton, IIl., by 
R. H. Bekemeier, Jan. 19. 

Gabbert, Roland, Bethlehem, Johnson City, 
Tenn., by Roland Frerking, Jan. 26. 

Going, Roland W., Our Redeemer, Washing- 
ton, and Our Savior, Armada, Mich., by 
Clarence H. Siess, Jan. 26. 

Koberg, Elmer_W., Trinity, Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa, by J. E. Koch, Feb. 2. 

Kuegele, Frederick R., Zion, White, S. Dak., 
by Carl Korte, Jan. 19. 

Laesch, Norman T., St. John, Marengo, Iowa, 
by C. H. Schroeder, Feb. 2. 

Lankow, Martin W., Beautiful Savior, Reeds- 
port, Oreg., by Richard E. Gross, Jan. 19. 

Leedahl, Martin H., St. Paul (Hannover Twp.), 
Charter Oak, Iowa (add’l charge), by 
E. F. Dohrmann, Feb. 2. 

Lehman, Edwin, Mount Calvary, Red Deer, 
Alta., Canada, by F. A. Schole, Jan. 19. 
Licht, Edwin W., St. Stephen, St. Louis, Mo., 

by Pres. George W. Wittmer, Jan. 19. 
Meyer, Clarence G., St. John, Reinbeck, Iowa, 
by Pres. W. D. Oetting, Jan. 19. 
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Michels, W. Harvey, Our Savior, Hillsboro, 
Ill., by Theodore J. Klein, Jan. 19. 

Sanders, Erwin H., Trinity, Riesel, Tex., by 
Theo. R. Griesse, Jan. 19 ; 

Shippert, Paul, as missionary in Greenfield, 
Ind., by Wm. H. Eifert, Jan. 26. 

Skov, Frederick, St. Paul and Peace, Slater, 
Mo., by H. J. Kleindienst, Jan. 19 


Uffelman, Rupert F., St. Paul, Lakewood, 
Ohio, by J. H. Meyer, Jan. 19. 

Wians, Herbert T., Hope, Chicago, IIl., by 
M. F. Nicolaus, Jan. 19. 

Inducted: 


Uhlig, Walter D., as assoc. prof. at Concordia 
Teachers College, Seward, Nebr., by Paul 
A. Zimmerman, Jan. 7. 


TEACHERS 
Installed: 
Doehrmann, Loren, Trinity (Darmstadt), 
Evansville, Ind., by Omar F. Rau, Jan. 26. 
Stuecher, Werner, St. Peter, East Detroit, 


Mich., by E. C. Peterson, Jan. 12. 


Official Notice 


Rev. Norman Luecht, Marion, Ind., has been 
appointed Visitor of Circuit No. 22, Central 
District to take the place of Rev. Otto R. 
Schlegelmilch, who has accepted a call to 
another District. — OrromMar KRvuEGER, Presi- 
dent, Central District. 


Election Results 


The Electoral Board of Concordia Senior 
College, convening in Fort Wayne, Ind., 
Feb. 17, called the following: 


Dr. Gerhard Mundinger of East Lansing, 
Mich., to a professorship in philosophy and 
the humanities; 

Rev. Paul W. Gabbert, Bronxville, N. Y., to 
an associate professorship in sociology; 

Rev. Paul Huchthausen, Burlingame, Calif., 
to an associate professorship in religion; 

Dr. Eric C. Malte, Pittsburgh, Pa., to an 
associate professorship in classical languages; 

Prof. Oliver Rupprecht, Milwaukee, Wis., 
to an associate protessorship in English. 


ALLEN H. FEppEr, Secretary 


Call for Nominations 
Concordia Teachers College, Seward 


The Board of Control of Concordia Teach- 
ers College, Seward, Nebr., with the consent 
of the Board for Higher Education herewith 
invites congregations to nominate suitable 
candidates for an associate professorship in 
Art and Art Education. 


Nominations with pertinent information 
are to be sent to the undersigned. 


The closing date for submitting nomina- 
tions is 40 days after the appearance of this 
notice. — Oscar Wik, Secretary, Board of 
Control. 


Summer Session 
Concordia Teachers College 
Seward, Nebr. 


Concordia, Seward, will offer four separate 
programs this summer: June 15 to August 8; 
June 15 to July 18; July 22 to August 9. 
The Two-Year-Plus Program will run from 
June 8 until August 1. Two new courses: 
General Methods in Secondary Education and 
Special Secondary Methods in the areas of 
English, Social Studies, and Science. Tuition 
is $9 per semester credit. Summer catalog will 
be sent on request to the Director of Public 
Relations. Concorpia TEACHERS COLLEGE, Sew- 
ard, Nebr. 


Wanted 


20 pews, 8 ft. or longer, in good condition 
for small country church. Will pay reason- 
able price and shipping. — Rev. Paut Brecner, 
Box 244, Sebeka, Minn. 


Able retired pastor to render part-time 
service in nursing-home mission at Seattle. 
NortHwest District Orrice, 2811 N. E. Hol- 
man, Portland 11, Oreg. 


Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, Iowa City, 
Iowa, a new congregation of Synod, wouid 
like information on availability of used 12- 
foot pews, altar ware, and other church fur- 
nishings. Rev. W. H. Niermann, 2301 E. Court 
St., Iowa City, Iowa. 


Available 
Altar cloth, white linen, 27” x 52’’, crocheted 
edging — Mrs. GipEon Wo-rr, Monterey, 
Minn. 
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One legal-size Speed-O-Print Duplicator 
(mimeograph); 2 wooden, 7-candle candela- 
bra about 4 ft. high; one pulpit parament, 
wine velvet, appliquéd; 3 sets of brocade 
paraments, white, purple, and green (altar 
pieces are panels about 20’ wide) ; these used 
items available for transportation costs from 
SaLeM LUTHERAN CHURCH, 337 Ohio St., Sa- 
lem, II. 


Changes of Address 


Pastors: 
Abel, Walter L., Buckland Rd., Wapping, 
Conn. ; 
Bartling, Paul, Korea Lutheran Mission, 


APO 301, San Francisco, Calif. 

Biel, Walter G., em., 709 Lane St., Topeka, 
Kans. 4 ! 
Braunschweig, Otto A., em., 707 Highview 

Dr., Storm Lake, Iowa 
Constien, Victor A., 500 Baytree Rd., Val- 
dosta, Ga. 
Daniel, Robert, St. John’s Lutheran Church, 
Box 656, Hooker, Okla. “40 
Dorow, Maynard, Korea Lutheran Mission, 
APO 301, San Francisco, Calif. 

Eckhardt, Eugene L., Linn, Kans. 

Frohn, Henry H., em., 322 South East St., 
Palmyra, Mo. 

Gruell, Herman, em., 11152 Grevillea Ave., 
Inglewood, Calif. 

Gruett, Marvin E., 
Church, Polk, Nebr. ‘ b 

Jesse, Richard F., 18904 Coyle, Detroit 35, 
Mich. 

Joesting, Clement A., R.1, Fairmont, Minn. 

Kleopfer, Leland F., 410 E. Second St., 
Fremont, Nebr. 

Kramer, David J., Olmsted, Ill. 

Lankow, Martin, 658 W. Alder Pl., Reeds= 
port, Oreg. 

Mackensen, Gordon R., 1162 Merritt Dr., 
El Cajon, Calif. 

Marty, Martin E., 79 Evergreen, Elk Grove 
Village, Il. 

Meyer, Clarence G., Reinbeck, Iowa 

Neeb, Roger J., Box 1908, San Benito, Tex. 

Obermueller, Nolan, 910 Idaho, Sheridan, 
Wyo. 

Raap, George P., Deer Creek, Minn. 

Reinhardt, Chap. (1st Lt.) Harold L., Hq. 
116th Engr. Gp. (c), Fort Lewis, Wash. 

Richter, Eldor W., 3395 Colquitt Dr., Dora- 
ville, Ga. 

Saeger, Chap. Alfred R., Jr., U. S. Naval 
Support Unit (Three) Antarctica Navy 
No. 20, Box 022, c/o FPO, San Francisco, 


Immanuel Lutheran 


Calif. 
Schaefer, Henry L., 605 S. Second St., 
De Soto, Mo. 


Schelter, Herman J., R. 2, Georgetown, Tex. 

Schumacher, Paul J., 2620 W. Crauwyler, 
Irving, Tex. 

Shippers, Paul, 130 N. East St., Greenfield, 


Stach, Prof. John F., 1105 Sixth St., S. E., 
Minneapolis 14, Minn. 

Uffelman, Rupert F., 1416 Arthur Ave., 
Lakewood 7, Ohio 

Voss, Kurt E., Korea Lutheran Mission, 
APO 301, San Francisco, Calif. 

Wagner, Alvin E., c. r.m., 928 Lansing Ave., 
Austin, Minn. 

Wetzstein, Waldemar H., 4856 W. Parker St.,_ 
Chicago 39, Ill. 

Yonker, Melford, R.1, Kellner, Wisconsin 
Rapids, Wis. 


Teachers: 


Helmkamp, 4760 Pierce St., 
Gary, Ind. 


Koring, Robert P., 759 Dixon Ave., Elgin, 


William A., 


Lohrmann, Waldemar H., em., 1609 Court ; 
St., Saginaw, Mich. 
Preuss, Arthur, 2229 Blake Ave., Racine, 


Wis. 
Schriefer, Walter H., 


¢ 20190 Veach, De- 
troit 34, Mich. 


Wittmer, Edward G., 13255 N. Maclay St., 
San Fernando, Calif. 


Notice 


Articles, church news, 


announce- 


ments, obituaries, intended for publica- 
tion in the LurHeran Witness, books 
for review, and general correspondence 
should be addressed to the WurtNEss 
eeee 3558 S. Jefferson Ave., St. Louis 


Mo. 


Reports of ordinations, installations, 
dedications, anniversaries, and changes 
of address of pastors and teachers 
should be sent to the Statistical Bureau, 
Lutheran Building, 210 North Broad- 
way, St. Louis 2, Mo. 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS. 


Letters 


Shocking 


It was quite shocking to pick up the 
LUTHERAN WITNESS of Feb. 11 and to see 
on the cover that heaven is a cemetery. 
While this is indeed a beautiful picture 
of a snow-covered burial ground, it hardly 
suggests that “Heaven is my home,” and 
it is hardly in keeping with the article 
beginning on page 8. Surely some better 
illustration or some more appropriate cap- 
tion to this illustration could be found. 


(REv.) ROBERT J. RIEDEL 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 


“Even the Cover” 


The Feb. 11 Witness had very helpful 
articles: “Three Ifs, Three Quotes,” 
“Heaven Is My Home,” “What’s the An- 
swer?” “The Prophets,” and “Our Lutheran 
Worship.” 

Even the cover was inspiring. It would 
mean something even to one who could 
not read the contents. 


Copemish, Mich. (Miss) LENA BIGGE 


Where to Find the Answers 


Are there two resurrections? 

Does God embrace many faiths? 

Must churches trade with members? 

What is the “Tell Three” tract mission? 

What can parents do to assure a happy, 
successful marriage for their children? 

How can you be sure of your salvation? 

How can a congregation make sure that 
their pastor will have a complete nervous 
breakdown? 

Who gave gifts totaling $1,000,000 to 
their church recently? 

Is it true that God’s children never die? 

How many years are left for the United 
States and for Americans individually? 
Three years? Five years? Now that we 
have launched a satellite? 

These are some of the questions dis- 
cussed and answered in your LUTHERAN 
WITNESS. 

Read your WiTNEss for most interest- 
ing news and information about your 
church and your faith. 


PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH BULLETIN 
Faribault, Minn. 


If Only Our People Knew... 


During the second half of January it 
was my privilege to visit our missions in 
New Guinea, the Philippines, and Hong 
Kong, spending at least a week in each. 
IT had frequently read in the LUTHERAN 
WITNESS and elsewhere about the mar- 
velous development of our work there, 
but actually to see the fields and to meet 
the self-denying men and women together 
with their co-workers and converts is 
something I would like to share with you. 

Some highlights of my visit were preach- 
ing to over 200 New Guinea Papuans un- 
der the open sky behind our hospital in 
Mambisanda on Sunday, January 19; ad- 
dressing some 200 catechumens on my last 
evening at Irelya, through interpreters, of 
course; preaching in English in our two 
oldest congregations in Manila on Sunday 
morning, January 26, and then taking part 
in an evening evangelistic meeting in a 
suburb; in Hong Kong, delivering devo- 
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Letters to this department must be signed. Names 
will be withheld upon request. The opinions ex- 
pressed are not necessarily those of the Editors, 
who may reject, print in full, or omit matter not 
pertinent. 


tional addresses to over 600 pupils in the 
beautiful new Concordia High School, 
speaking to a group of teachers in one 
of our “rooftop” schools, preaching at 
Holy Communion services in the TB Sana- 
torium and Rennie’s Mill Camp church, 
with over 150 partaking of the Sacrament. 
In all three areas I was privileged to at- 
tend either the regular monthly conference 
or the annual meeting, sitting ten to eleven 
hours for five or six days. 

Generally speaking, I would say the 
morale of our missionaries is high, and 
they do not spare themselves. The only 
discouraging note was the news from the 
Board of the impending deficit and the 
orders to cut the budget for the current 
year by 12%. The men out here feel that 
instead of retrenching we should open up 
new fields. Opportunities here are limited 
only by the number of men and the 
money we are able and willing to send out. 

On my last day in Manila I met Dr. O. 
H. Schmidt coming from India via Bang- 
kok, where there also is an opening, en- 
route to Dutch New Guinea, which 
LWEF is inviting us to enter. And then 
there is the Buddhist world, which we 
are just beginning to invade in Ceylon. 

This afternoon I saw the famous Chris- 
tian “Monastery” opened by the Nor- 
wegian Reichelt in Shatin, some ten miles 
north of Kowloon, over 25 years ago, 
and now conducted by his son as a study 
center under a grant from the Interna- 
tional Missionary Council. 

I spent a day in Macao, the Monte 
Carlo of the East, about 32 miles south- 
west of Hong Kong, where the Portuguese 
started a center of commerce and Cathol- 
icism over 400 years ago. 

I did not see many gambling or opium 
dens, perhaps because I did not look for 
them, but I noticed plenty of schools, 
mostly Catholic, but also quite a few Prot- 
estant, including one of ours, an eight- 
room primary institution, with Pastor Lee 
in charge, laboring faithfully, although 
separated from his family, who have been 
behind the Bamboo Curtain for over ten 
years. He is shepherding a congregation 


of over 260 souls and preparing twice that 
number for Baptism in three groups, twice 


NEW $300,000 BUILDINGS FOR OUR REDEEMER CHURCH, SEAFORD, 


a week. A good bit of his modest salary 
goes to help refugees coming in from 
across the river, a condition Miss Boss 
is trying to alleviate by her self-help proj- 
ect, supported by quite a few women in 
Canada, the continent, and the U.S. 

I am convinced, if more of our Board 
members and our people in general could 
see some of these fields, see them through 
the observing eye and the compassionate 
heart of the Lord Jesus, we could during 
Lent make up Synod’s large deficit by 
special offerings and also endeavor to sub- 
scribe the budget for the current year. An 
extra dollar or two from our communi- 
cants will turn apparent defeat into victory. 

Do you, dear friend, care enough to 
share the Gospel and also some of your 
material wealth with these poor Orientals 
here in the multitude of the isles of the 
Western Pacific, so they might not only 
attain to a better standard of living but 
above all share in the unsearchable riches 
of Christ? 


Savior, sprinkle many nations, 
Fruitful let Thy sorrows be. 


Hong Kong (REv.) GEORGE KUECHLE 


Note: To help “defeat the deficit,’ Pas- 
tor Kuechle sent a generous check to the 
Treasurer of Synod. 


Student Assistance 


I have read with interest “Student Aid 
or Scholarships?” in the Jan. 28 WITNESS. 
The comment touched on a phase of our 
synodical life which is of considerable 
importance. No doubt some parents have 
been troubled about the cost involved in 
allowing their son or daughter to prepare 
for full-time service in the church. Per- 
haps some of our young people have net 
enrolled at one of our institutions because 
of financial difficulties. 

It is fortunate that so many Districts 
are ready to help students in need of 
financial assistance. Also congregations 
which offer financial help to students from 
their midst are to be commended. Every 
congregation, in my opinion, ought to be 
willing to offer such aid. The more assist- 
ance the home congregation can offer, the 
less help the District will find it neces- 
sary to offer. 

Here is a worthy subject for discussion 
at a future congregational meeting. 


Missouri F.R. 


L.I., N.Y., provide for a -eapacity of 450 worshipers (communicants number 
720) and six classrooms for the parochial school (135 children in kindergarten 
and Grades 1—3) and Sunday school (850 children enrolled). Rev. Rudolph 
P. F. Ressmeyer, pastor, dedicated the buildings, Jan. 26. 
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by HERMAN W. GOCKEL 


Common Man 
“This kind of volume is a heartening experience 
to read. | wish that our pastors and lay people 
who are trying to share their faith with nonreligious 
people could make use of the simple approach that 
Gockel employs here.'’ — Wilson Egbert 


155 pages, 5X7%. Cloth. Jacket. $2.00 
Order No. 15W1791 


va ane i 


ieans to Me 


Describes the priceless treasures of the Christian 
faith in simple yet beautiful, warm, and moving 
language. Ideal for giving to the sick, the shut-ins, 
the bereaved, and the sorely tempted. Excellent 
as a gift for that unchurched friend. Just the thing 
for strengthening your own personal faith. 


144 pages, 44% X 57%. Special presentation page 
Cloth. Jacket. $1.25. Order No. 6W1008 


DUT MOW Lan | Know 2? 


How can | know there is a God? How can | know 
Jesus is God's Son? How can | know what happens 
after death? In this practical, down-to-earth 40- 
page booklet, Pastor Gockel has put the answers 
to these questions clearly and simply, ready for you 
to hand to your friends and acquaintances. 


40 pages, 5X72. Paper. 4 copies, $1.00 
Order No. 15W1179 


Presents the various plusses of the spiritual blessings 
of a life which has found its pardon and its peace, 
its purpose and its power, in the Gospel of the 
Savior. Order at least two copies — one for your- 
self and one for that unchurched friend. 


96 pages, 4%, X51. Cloth. Jacket. $ .85 
Order No. 15W1691 


display, or write your name an 
dress, and send this whole page 


RELIGIOUS DIRECTOR of 
television's most popular 
inspirational program, ‘This 
Is the Life.” 


These books will 
really help you un- 
derstand the price- 
less treasures of the 
Christian faith — 
and challenge you 
to a life of greater 
Christian —_ witness 
and service. 


